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A Million Volunteers 


Bobby Barnett, pastor of Chariho Baptist Church in Brandtord; R. |, hammers on 


his new church building. Barnett went to Rhode Island fr 
‘om Mississi . i 
and has built a church by personality visiting his chosen community. mn =ebrard 


Larry Jerden. 


“The people want to go out. They 
want to pay their own way. They want 
the necessary training to go effec- 

Edgemon, 


tively,” added 


| Mississippian Moves North 
With Overalls And A Mission 


and con- 
ization are the twin facets 
Mission Board's i 


tion's Bold Mission emphasis — is de- 
+ Signed to give everyone in the nation a 
chance to hear and accept the gospel of 


. director of Jeus Christ and the opportunity to 
__sliate in the witness and ministry of a 
+ New Testament fellowship of believ- 


ers. 
: _ Gonference participants also were 


intfoduced to an innovative method of 
training, heard reports on 

ide evangelism training 

and were toopen 


By Larry Jerdeg shares his personal call, he em- _ “I was at Mt. Moriah Church in Cal- : ti Bves to a “personal awakening 
BRADFORD, R. I. (BP) — phasizes ce oot ae fora houn conte, Miss., with 15,000 people The conference was sponsored by 
Barnett stood at the New England “David Candleword, a friend of SBC churches. It must be thtHome Mission Board’s evangelism 


family’s door here on a church visit 
one evening. 

“Who is it?” the husband asked his 
wife, who had answered the door. 


mine at seminary, asked me to come 
preach his ordination sermon in 
Pittsfield, Mass., in the fall of 1972,” 
Barnett remembered. ‘‘I knew shortly 


most Baptist spot on earth. And — settion, headed by C. B. Hogue. In his 


there was Rhode Island with 950,000 address to. the directors, 


Hogue esti- 


People and only three SBC churches. It _ mated baptisms for 1975-76 would total 
didn’t seem fair that in the South we  lessthan 400,000 for the first time in six 


had all those 


iy man in overalls,” she told Sie Coat what tan Lard wented ate So were ali these peophe'e ene teen morbidly 
“Tell him we've sold all the hogs . (Continued on page 2) over the decline, but these statistics 


Minister Urges A ‘Turn 


represent people still lost,’’ he said of 
thedecline. 
“DuringA976, the Bicentennial year 


partment. He said of the system that 
utilizes a film cartridge and audio pro- 
jector: ‘We see this as revolutionary 


in training Southern Baptists-to share ° 


their faith in Jesus Christ. 

“This method of ‘decision response 
learning’ is extremely effective. In- 
dustry, business and education com- 
munities have benefitted from it for 
years. We are using it.for a different 
purpose, but our testing has been 
overwhelmingly positive.” 

According to Saul, churches of all 
sizes and types can use this approach 
to witnessing training on # continuing 
basis. He said training programs are 
being developed in _ lifestyle 


evangelism, visitation and specialized 
evangelism. The materials are now 
available through Saul’s department. 

Ron Dunn, vocational evangelist 
and Bible conference speaker, told 
participants: ‘We seem to be seeking 
more what the Lord can do for us than 
we are seeking the Lord. We must 
realize that activity will not draw us to 
spirituality. We are running around 
like we know there is no powder at the 
end of the fuse we keep burning. 

“It is not so much to serve the Lord 
as it is to seek him and then serve him 
as a result of the seeking that we must 
emphasize. We must set our heart to 

(Continued on page 2) 


But we didn’t; and that opportunity is 
lost.”” 


southwestern Rhode Island afd an election year,’’ Hogue de- 
‘a his purpose for visiting was not to bu - ; clared, ‘‘it would have been marvelous 
hogs — which he later learned the fany T ‘h T ] nore 9 ifwehad said, ‘Lord, you have given us 
; ily had advertised in the paper. € 1 eievision f Week 2d of the best years of a country. In 
are not un- - 7 eee cane ecia greats ri _— During the annual meeting of Southern Baptist state evangelism directors \n 
common for Southern SOUTHAVEN, Miss. (BP) — A Un- example of the low moral quality of dew dertyien bps or you. Honolulu, Hawaii, an innovation-in witnessing training using a film cartridge and - 


ning churches in New England, 
whether the pastor or missionary 
_wears a business suit or, like Barnett, 


ited Methodist minister here has cal- 
led on his members and all concerned 


; Boerd. ; | 
4 projector by Saul (right), director of Non y 
cnn prahber al- ete lett to rig Miiams, evangelism director in Calif., C. B. 


dec} 


contested race for the remaining hol alked into th 
, the Un- racial confrontation at "shome seven + networks at 10 a.m. (EST). Pamela sprinkling holy water, w into the 
ee a eanad We world. | NASHVILLE (BP) —.The unpre: = church in Plains, Ga., fi an The con: Baptist controversy Hlott, vice president of feligious and - church of St. Catherine, where he sang 
The basic Cooperative Program ? dimension of the U:\. equally dominant second, and Ford's over thé charismatic movement cultural broadcasts, CBS News, is iy Mag ss eiaiets 
budget, 68.5 percent of which goes to 8 | victory of the Southern: . appearance as the first incumbent U (1975's number one story. and 1974's executive producer ‘ red pe neaprche 
te work, was exceeded by almost _ Baptist Jimmy Carter over S. President to address the annual sixth finisher) took a fairly com- Routh will answer such questions as rom sou = anon ai ng 
oe Kelly said. The 1976 basic — lian Gerald Ford dominated the ballot- Southern Baptist Convention meeting fourth place finish in 1976 with who Baptist8 are, what they or, Bethlehem celebrations were guests o! 
budget was $7,004,000. The total're- ing for - Me 10 Baptist Press (BP) was uncontested in third place. 108.8 points. dort gala te acrot peal geben. secs panei Teddy 
ceipts left $233,025 for provisional ex- stories of 1976. The U. 8: presidential race showed The Bold Mission objective to and something of the general mood of Kollek 
penditutres in an “advance” section of Both the candidacy and victory of votegetting power in atleast twoother bring the of Jesus Christ to the Baptists as the nation inaugurates a © Meanwhile, Protestant Christians 
the budget. Included in the “advance” Carter, whose “born Christian. national ballots, entire world by 2000 and double mis- OP A who is a Baptist gathered at 4:30 p.m. in Shepherds’ 
section were $75,000 for institutions ty cast an patighal finishing first in the Religious News sionary forces (to a total of 10,000) at President whe Is. aps” Balm just outside the town, for the. 
4 and agencies of the Mississippi Baptist so Chavediies (ONC) ton chee Service's top 10 (ahead of the Epis home and abroad by that time ranked ' hive, | of Soe : . 
° i tist (SBC) and ev . feature Kenneth and Mrs, Cooper traditional ‘Feast of the Shepherds 
eve a i ane prego te ve ne first place votes (in- i a eealioe-tus mongous Pm bea a points, including two 1 14s on one of its hour-long conver- religious service. 
anaes Dying 4 ale Same tp Re te heise Sy eho ibe Maye Kae ne roth 
vention fora total of $296,000. (BP) poll of 33 (close behind the Episcopal decision). 4nd eighth places, the on. ee par’s Worid-Lamelie tor of the Christian celebrations 
reas will be state Baptist’ newspaper ahd After the BP) poll ‘it Lo te pa iit 
Expenditures in these *Pesis. Kelly the (BP) national ofice staff and six_ which cdliected a01f, 40 ond £005 srr ros se nnd denomiria. physical fitness will be discussed with -presented a check of about $20,000 
raat percen (BP) bureau chiefs. Only one editor” points respectively in (BP)'s numer! tional institutions collected 143.20 doth him and Mrs. Cooper, who have from United States Vice President 
The $7,004,000 basic budget anti the failed to vote, resulting in @ probable cal system of rating ballot for a sixth place finish, —s rts" | eGe quay MN Mee 
$206,000 004, ie a total rankings, nine stories ran a hétly- women. ‘or upkeep anger Square. 


a. s ° © = Prayer for the President Day, stating . man Catholic patriarch of by Arabs protesting Israeli occupa- 

~. Mississippi Records siemens "Smetssnpicesotmatnavdeen Soma caine p pa m 

President-elect Jimmy Carter should sent to religious leaders and churches : At the énd of the pontifical. Mass in 

; walk into office on a ‘nationwide car- across a wide spectrur:: of faiths na- B aptists St. Catherine's, Archbishop Beltritti 

i H 1 h A arith dg tienally, with 10,000 more yet to be Pp wrapped a plaster figure of the infant 

= I ime ig 1 ts _J. L. “Lindy” Martin, the church's mailed, said Martin, who is dean of =~ Jesus in swaddling clothes and carried 

: interim pastor and national chairman student services at Samford Univer- Scheduled it in procession down to the traditional 

Mississippi Southern Baptists in1976 1976 budget’ of $7.3 million. The, ‘°F the effort, told Baptist Press the sity, a Baptist school here. = site of Christ's birth in the Grotto of the 

than ever before’ to  $7,237,025in total receipts amountedto CoM8tegation is encouraging people “We're hoping the news media will Nativity in the Church of the Nativity. 

Sersdvide Southern Baptist causes by 99.1 percent of the ‘otal beset across the nation to prayer not only for Pick up on this to give the effort wide For TV Shows _ Tere he placed the figure by the 

way of the unified Cooperative Prog- Receipts for December wre $656,159, C2teT and his administration but for exposure,” Martin noted. “We're ask- silver star denoting the holiest spot in 
= ny ores Kelly ike wike thee Sli larson _ outgoing President Gerald Ford and ing churches and individuals across NASHVILLE (BP) As a result of the Grotto. 

Le The total gifts for 1976 for Missis- month in receipts for the year. bat It gg a the country to declare their National haying a Baptist in the White House Archbishop Beltritti traveled the six 
sippi through the Cooperative Prog- was $30,296 less than the same month » an American Indian from Prayer for the President Day and ob- two national television networks have miles from Jerusalem to Bethlehem in 
ram amounted to $7,237,025. The total of 1975. The largest month in Coopera- Pembroke, N.C., said he has written to Serve it with us on Jan. 16." scheduled Jandary programs about the early afternoon in a convoy of two 
for 1976 exceeded, the 1975 total by Ford assuring him of the church's ‘prayer day movement has coor- Baptists. Both programs are produced dozen vehicles, including a truckload 
$703,970, a 10.8 percent increase. (Continued on page 3) prayers and-asking the President to (Continued on page 2) by the networks in cooperation with of Israeli soldiers and a jeep with a° 


« 


wears overalls to work in as well as Television Off Week” (TTTOW), Feb Homes. Gardens magazine report, my offic lism Section, and Guy Leonard of n 
visit. 27-March 5, in protest to violence which said that a typical child will wit from people wanting a place to serve. Programming Servic 
But Barnett, who left a rural pasto- general low moral quality of-prog- ness 13,000 people die on television be Many want to give the rest of their [61 0r ee ea ee ae 
rate in Mississippi three years ago to ramming on television, fore he or she is 15 years old. lives to this effort — others want to ‘*s!0n Board. - 
begin a church in rural Rhode Island Donald E. Wildmon, pastor of First’ He said the report also pointed out give a month or so. And we have not 
‘from scratch,” has found an ap- United Methodist Church, Southaven, _ that if a person watched every show of begun to try to get the word out about I li T P t t 
proach that has overcome much of the _Miss., urged the observance in aletter network prime time, he would-witness what we're going to try to do in this srae roops rotec — - 
Southern Baptist “identity crisis” in to his members and has also asked for murders, beatings, area of volynteers.” : 


Tapes, muggings 
and robberies at the rate of eight an 


New England — person - to - person — — in promoting FTTOW ——— © tee rend P il e I B h ] h 
; rough media. was y ’ 
“When we first moved here, we just In Nashville, Foy Valentine, execu- (Continued on page 2) tor of the personal evangelism de- . grims n et Cl em 
set out to meet people door-to-door,” _ tive secretary of the Southern Baptist r , 


Barnett explained. “I believe in caring 
about people, meeting them, helping 
them, sharing the good news of salva- 
tion.” 

The approach is working well, for in 
the three years Barnett has been in 
Rhode Island, the church has grown 
from just his family to 116 members. 
And the majority of them are there be- 
cause of personal contact with Bar- 
nett. ‘ 

Barnett was not sent to New Eng- 
land by the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion {SBC) Home Mission Board as a 
missionary. In fact, while he gladly 


This an-ouncement was made by 
Earl Keli, , executive secretary - trea- 
surer of the Mississippi Baptist Con- 
vention Board, through whose office 
“the money is chaneled from the 1,900 
participating churches ifi the state. 

The Cooperative Program is the 
voluntary, uniform system, used by 
34,000 Southern Baptist churches in all 
50 states and Puerto Rico, for financ- 
ing denominational programs and 


Convéntion’s Christian Life Commis- 
sion, which has been conducting a 
series of hearings across the country: 
on television sex and violence, said he 
wished Wildmon well in his project. 
“Sex and violence have increased 
alarmingly in television,” said Valen- 
tine. “I, for one, wish television sets 
across the country had been turned off 
on Wednesday, Dec. 29, when the night 
court judge on the TV series, Sirota’s 
Court, perfor: a marriage between 
two homosexuals. That show, which 
was aired on NBC, 8 p.m.-8:30 p.m., 
Central Standard Time, is just one 


Ala. Church Asks 


Lay Carpet Of Prayer 
For Ford And Carter 


BIRMINGHAM (BP) — A Southern 
Baptist church here has called for 


January 16 tobe designated a national“ 


day of prayer for the U.S. President. 
The 750-member church has 
proclaimed the day as National 


declare Jan. 16 as National Prayer for 
the President Day. The minister’ has 
also written to governors of all 50 
States asking them to proclaim the day 
of prayer in their respective states. It 
Was too early to determine response, 
he noted 


Carter’s Victory, Church 
Dominate Baptist Top 10 


By Robert O'Brien 


: 
| 
a 


The controversy surrounding the 


BETHLEHEM, Israeli - occupied 


Jordan (RNS) — Protected by Israeli 
soldiers in battle dress, a record 
throng of 20,000 Christian pilgrims 
jammed the little town where Jesus 
was born and heard the traditional 
Christmas Mass at midnight. 

About 1,200 pilgrims, some from the 
United States and including a group of 
Maronite Catholics from southern 
Lebanon, were permitted into St. 
Catherine’s Church, the Catholic 
sanctuary connected with the 4th 
Century Church of the Nativity, for the 
midnight Mass, celebrated by 
Archbishop Giacomo Beltritti, the 


the Southern Baptist Radio and Tele- 
vision Commission, which released 
the information 

Porter Routh, executive secretary- 
treasurer of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention's (SBC) Executive Commit- 
tee, will be interviewed by Alex Ken- 
drick on CBS's ‘‘Lamp Unto My Feet’’ 
series January 16. 

The 30-minute program, produced 
by Chalmers Dale, will be seen on the 


™ 


Other pilgrims clustered around 
screens. in Manger Square and 
watched via a closed circuit television 
hookup. 

Choirs from-10 nations, including the 
Dallas (Texas’) Baptist College Choir, ~ 
the South African Youth Association, 
and the Joe Abston Musical Family, U. 
S. A., sang carols and hymns in thé 
crisp, clear night. 

Israeli authorities tightened sec- 
urity for fear of anti-government de- 
monstrations, but none was reported. 
(The West Bank of the Jordan, where 
Bethlehem is located, has been the 
scene of several riots in recent weeks 


machinegun ontop. « 

Wearing a gold cross around his 
neck and a bishop’s. miter, the 
archbishop was greeted in Manger 
Square by Mayor Elias Freij and Lt 
Col. Shabtai Brill, Israel's military 
governor in Bethlehem. 

Black-robbed Greek Orthodox “and 
Armenian Apostolic priests were lined 
up at the rear of a crowd of cheering 
pilgrims as Archbishop Beltritti, 


£ 


PAGE 2 BAPTIST RECORD 


‘Overalls, Mission 


Go To,New England 


(Continued from page 1) . 
So, without appointment or invita- 
tion, Barnett packed up and moved to 


New England. 
“I came, started the church, then 
applied for church aid from 


the Home Mission Board,'’ he 
explained. ‘‘I don’t recommend 

‘ everyone come that way, but the Lord 
just laid it on my heart to do it. The 
Home Mission Board didn’t help us 
until we constituted as a church — in 
other words, the gravy got thin. 

“A lot of people say you can’t do it 
this way,” he ized. ‘“They say 
you gotta start with the Home Mission 
Board, run surveys, etc. And I would 
recommend that — and believe that 
should be done most of the time — but 
what I did here can be done anywhere”’ 
if the Lord leads. 

_. What Barnett did was just apply the 

‘ same methods he used in rural Missis- 
sippi to Rhode Island. The area around 
his church, while containing about 
20,000 in a six-mile radius of the 
church, includes three small towns 
and people living in a rural sétting. 

Other New England pastors, some 
whom came to New England in a more 
“accepted” manner, have nothing but 
praise for the Mississippian in his 
overalls. 

“The accents are different,” noted 
one fellow pastor, ‘‘but Bobby has a 
way of relating to those people one-to- 
one. They're from New England and 
he’s from Mississippi, but he’s come in 
here and is one of ’em.”’ 

Getting to be ‘‘one-of ’em” didn’t 
céme quickly. ‘Folks at first thought 
we were fly-by-night or something,” 
Barnett remembered. ‘‘They didn’t 
know the difference between Southern 
Baptists and Mormons. Before they 
slammed the door in our face, we'd 

emphasize Billy Graham is a Southern 
Baptist — and now we tell them Jimmy 
Carter is a Southern Baptist.” 
_ The first thing the young congrega- 
tion did, even before it constituted as a 
church in March of -1974, was buy a 
used school bus to pick up children and 
bring them to the meeting places. 
Like many other ‘pioneer area’’ 


. pastors, Barnett started with homes 


7 


. 


Bible fellowships. Later, they got the 
use of the American Legion Hall. Then 
they moved into a school, where they 
will-stay until their building is com- 
pleted. ° 

When Barnett speaks of building, he 
means it personally and literally. - 

““We’ve-got more muscle than we 
have money, so we're using free 
labor ,”’ he said one day while hammer- 
ing a beam in place. “We're going to 
build this building as nice as we can.”’ 

Tom Biles; director of associational 
missions for the Southern New Eng- 
land Association, noted that nine acres 
of land was given to the church by a 
New England woman, and that the 
church plans to enter its building debt 
free in 1977. 


- 161 went back to Mi 


~$eminars 


Thursday, January 13, 1977 


“We started with $28,000_casb,” 
explained Barnett, noting that 
$17,539.44 was an anonymous gilt. a 


never have figured out who it'was, or 


building 4 
fully contracted, but by 
labor, the cost should end up-about 
$60,000. 

“One thing I‘ve learned up here,“ 
Barnett said as he continued to work in 
the cold dusk,” is that a building is not 
near as important as I thought it was. 
ippi today, I'd 
start with a home Bible fellowship.” 

Barnett comes across as “‘coun- 
try” on first impression. It’s the word 
most used to describe him. But 
ing any time at all around him reveals 
a multi-talented individual, and there 
is no surprise when someone noted he 
was tops in his class at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary and Ar- 
kasas State University. 

“Well,” he said, brushing aside such 
references, “If I have any talent, it’s in 
winning people to the Lord. I’m not a 
powerful preacher from the pulpit. But 
the most effective way of making soul 
winners, is not preaching a sermon on 
soul winning — it’s taking someone 
with you when you witness, David 
Kenyon, one of our members who 
works on the building a lot, heard the 
Roman Road (method of using the 


book of Romans to wi ) nine times 
in three days, because he went with me 
soul winning.”’ 


Barnett said witnessing is actually 
easier in New England than in Missis- 
sippi. 

“You can witness to a person in Mis- 
sissippi and he'll argue with you,” 
Barnett declared. ‘‘Here, they may not 
agree with you, but they won’t argue. 

“And we've won a whole lot who've 
never joined our church. But I believe 
it’s more important to lead them to the 
Lord than it is to lead them to my 


(Adapted from the Feb. 1977 issue of 
World Mission Journal) 


1 Million Vols. 


(Continued from page 1) 
seek the Lord and not settle for any- 
thing less." 

The participants of the conference 
also heard a report on their national 
“Growing an Evangelistic Church” 
seminars held in Atlanta ‘1976. 
Some 248 persons attended three 
conducted by the 
evangelism section. The seminar pre- 
sents the central strategy of the sec- 
A number of the workshops will be 
held during 1977. 


Bethel Church Burns Note 


T. J. King, president of First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Colum- 
bus (left), accepts the final payment of Bethe! Church loan from W. C., MePher- 
son (center), church trusteé, and Alvin Bobo (right), church treasurer. The 
church, in Lowndes County, was organized in 1952 and a new auditorium con- 
structed in 1962. Catey Sansing is pastor. A special ceremony was held De- 
cember 19th at which time the mortgage was burned. - 


Thai Baptists Train 
In Team Witnessing 


RICHMOND (RNS) — A Southern 
Baptist missionary in Thailand, aware 
that the country, like many Southern 
Asian nations, ‘‘may not always be 
open to the gospel,”’ is teaching a spe- 
eial course on church growth at a 
seminary in Bangkok, Baptist officials 
announced here 


The course taught by S. Judson Len- 
non at Thailand Theological Seminary 
requires in-the-field training by four 
teams of class member's, according to 
a report released by the Southern Bap- 
tist Foreign Mission Board. 

As- part of the class assignments, 

teams go out twice weekly to four 
areas to meet people and witness to 
them. They return to class and report 
on what-they have found, offering 
suggestions for future witnessing. 
_ The report on Baptists in Thailand, a 
country surrounded by Communist 
regimes, was made by Mrs. Robert R. 
(Maxine) Stewart. Southern Baptist 
missionary press representative. 

She said missionaries in Thailand 
are striving for more effective ways to 
witness. 

Students enrolled in the special 
course at Thailand Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary. haye had encouraging 
results and have brought back helpful 
suggestions to Mr. Lennon, Mrs. 


eo aa , 
coaptelln of this course fe was (Dan) Rupp, | souoaeny 


dents can go out and start house 


churches on their own in any city or - 


town, village or market, whereverthe 
In the early stages of the project, 
students found at least nine Christians, 


Gone, But Not Forgotten Are 
Today’s Teenage Runaways 


By Liz Skillen 


THOMASVILLE, N. C. (BP) — The 
door slammed. ‘You never listen to 
me,” Sheila screamed over her shoul- 
der. Her parents, used to the scream- 
ing by now, didn’t answer. They fi- 
gured she'd come back. She didn’t. 


in 1940, white suburban teenagers on — 


the run numbered less than 100 
thousand. 

Last year, the same national runa- 
way estimates bordered on 1 million. 

And today, at least half of them are 
girls. 

State and national runaway centers, 
shelters, counselors and hotlines are 
cropping up to meet the needs of this 
mobile generation. 

Why do they run? 

William Springs, psychologist for 
the Baptist Children’s Homes (BCH) 
of North Carolina, says the majority of 
runners take off because they are un- 
able to verbalize feelings in their home 
situation. : 

‘As the ability to verbalize de- 
creases,” Springs said, “the need to 
act out one’s feelings increases.” 

According to Springs, individuals 
may have one of three basic predispos- 
itions — a child can react to a problem 
by fighting back, might decide to 
throw a monkeywrench into the home 
ér school system, or estape. 

“The psychologist's word for run- 
nifg is psycho motoracceleration,”’ 
Springs explained, ‘Actually, this 
form of flight is no different from es- 
caping through drugs, sex or drinking. 

“But there are’ different kinds of 
runaways,” headded. ‘Not all of them 
desire to escape,”” 

In his thesis, a “typology of runa- 
ways,” Mike Lantz, a graduate stu- 
dent in social work at the University of 

. North Carolina, divided runaways into 
four categories — driftaways, margi- 

. — runners, non-runners and the crisis 
Aids. 

The driftaway, Lantz explains, is the 
child with no close family ties; he just 
gradually moves eut. : 


The National Runaway Switchboard 
at in Chicago adds to the list. 

unded by the US Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare’s Of- 
fice of Youth Development, the toll- 
free hotline received 200 calls last year 
from “throwaways.”’ . 

Kicked out of the house by his pa- 
rents, the throwaway_is cut off. His 
only alternative is to start moving. 
Lantz’ crisis kid, then, is the one who 
actually takes off with a purpose. 

The purpose, however, can be con- 
fusing. Is he running from something 
or to something? 

“I don’t think any‘child wants to dis- 
appear from the face of the earth,” 
Springs said, “‘but I think in a lot of 
cases, the child runs to get out of an 
intolerable situation at home.” 

‘Perhaps, also, the ahaa - # H 
adds, the runner has a fantasy t 


young 
like San Francisco. They were sitnply 


Reaching these teenagers is not 
easy. The state’s Baptist Children’s 
Homes operates four emergency 
homes where a runaway can check in 
for the night. However, the child must 
agree to let a BCH social worker get in 
touch with his parents within.the next 
24 hours. After that, with his parent's 
consent, the child may stay at the 
home up.to niety days while a plan ig 
worked out for his future care. 

“To get the child and parents or pa- 

rents living together in an improved 
situation is always our goal,” Springs 
said. ‘It may take some time to 
this out, but I’ve seen it happen ahd I 
know it's a realistic goal.’ 
(Liz Skillen is a staff writer for Charity 
and Children, biweekly publication of 
the Baptist Children’s Homes of North 
Carolina, Inc.) 


Runaway Rights 


including four Baptist dentists. Five of 
these Christians have asked the stu- 
dents to help them start church meet- 
ings in their areas. 

Another team reported finding a 
Christian man and his wife who have 
opened their home for Christian meet- 
ings and have heen instrumental in 
helping more than 50 people come to 
kngw Christ. 


Prayer Carpet 


(Continued from page 1) 


dinators in each of the 50 states frm a 
wide cross section of faiths, Martin 
said. \ 


\ 

“We want the new administration to 
go into office tuned in to God’s leader- 
ship,” Martin explained. ‘We believe 
that the good things in our nation’s 
heritage have come from dependence 
on God. We need this kind of trast to- 
day.” 


Missionary | 
Released 


—— Daniel 
sionary who was involved in an acci- © 
dent in which two Colombians died, 
was released from jail here. 

Rupp was freed Dec. 21.0n an “‘un- 
conditional release,’ according to J.° 
Bryan Brasington, Southern Baptist 


Foreign Mission Board's area secret. °2™paign 


ary for Western South America. 
“Many who are involved in acci- 
dents of this nature and are released 
have to report back every few days,” 
said. ‘“‘The very fact that 
Dan was released unconditionally in- 
dicates the accident was not his fault.” 
The deaths occurred on Dec. 16 when 
a 42-year-old wotnan and a four-year- 
old boy darted out from behind a truck 
and into the path of Rupp’s au- 
tomobile 


“There will be a trial sometime in 
the future,” Brasington. stated, ‘‘but 
there is a good possibility a favorable 
settlement can be made out of court." 


Revival Dates 


Highland, Vicksburg: January 
16-23; Sunday services at 11 a.m. and7 
p-m.; during week at 7:30 p.m.; 
Ev it Eddie Martin, preaching; 
Wayne Ward, leading singing; James 
Messer, pastor. (January 26-30, Russ 
Bush}. professor at Southwestern 
Seminary, will teach the January 
Bible Study on Romans at Highland. ) 


PY 


Congress Passes Law 
Protecting Youths 


WASHINGTON (BP) — Does a 
runaway have any rights’? He or she 
has voluntarily Jeft home, taken to the 
streets, maybe even committed qa 
crime. Does he or she have any rights? 

Yes. Newly published regulations 
from the it of Health, Edy. 
cation, and Welfare (HEW) carefully 
spell out a runaway youth's right to 
privacy. — 

The Runaway Youth Act, passed by 
Congress as part of the Juvenile Jjys- 
ti¢e and Delinquency Prevention Act 
of 1974, provided for runaway houses 
to give temporary shelter to juveniles” 
who had left home. It also provided for 
counseling services for youth and their 
families, 


The-purposes of establishing rujg- ~ 


th must.give written permission 
{ehore his records earl be released, 


even to parents or legal guardians. 


agency compiling statistics or to a 
court involved in settling criminal 


sensitive informati 
in the regulations. © e 


ATLANTA (BP) — Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) educators and rep- 
resentatives of the Home Mission 


sources-to other organizations who 


ly are willing to do the same 


Foreign Mission Board to map out 
areas of ation. Such a meeting 
with the Southern Baptist Woman’s 
Missionary Union is in the planning 
stage. 


New York (RNS) — Chaplain (Maj. 
Gen.) J. Meade, chief of chap- 
lains of the U. S. Air Force, said the 
chaplaincy program of the armed 
forces has been the “‘pioneer of 
ecumenism and pluralism. Chaplains 
basically represent God and every 
chaplain ministers to the whole com- 
munity,” said Father Meade, 51, a 
Roman Catholic priest of the Boston 
archdiocese. 

Columbus, Ohio (RNS) — A religi- 
ous person is more likely than a non- 
religious person to offer help in a crisis 
as well as on a day to day basis, ac- 
cording to a study published in the 
Journal for the Scientific Study of Re- 
ligion. The study indicated that there 
is a direct relationship between a per- 
son’s religious conviction and his 
charitable acts. 


World Of Religion 


é 


Washington, D. C, (RNS) — Nearly 
25 per cent of the estimated one million 
households in the metropolitan 
Washington area and outlying cities 
were contacted during an intensive 
media-oriented three-week 


Hu 

HE 
i 
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murder, forcible rape, robbery and 
aggravated assault—continued to 


drop. 


New York (RNS) — Deans of nine 
seminaries associated with Torah 
Umesorah (National Society for Heb- 
rew Day Schools) have urged Jewish 
educational institutions not to engage 
in Las Vegas nights or other fund- 
raising activities ‘in opposition, 
Torah policies."> . 4 


Los Angeles (RNS) — An “amicable / 
settlement’”’ has reportedly been 
reached in a $1.5 million libel suit filed 
here in 1971 by The Church of Scientol- 
ogy against the publishers and author . 
of the book, The Scandal of Scientolo- 
gy. : 


Owen Cooper Named 
For Seminary Campaign 


NASHVILLE (BP) —-A 16-person 
committee, with former Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) President 
Owen Cooper of Yazoo City, Miss., as 
chairman, has been named by SBC 
President James L. Sullivan to follow 
through on implementation of a joint 
national fund raising campaign of the 
six SBC theological seminaries. 

The SBC Executive Committee, 
which approved the joint campaign 
last September, also called for the 
committee to determine ground rules, 
secure necessary consultation, and in- 
itiate and coordinate the campaign in 
keeping with Article VI of the SBC’s 
business and financial plan. The 


approved for Southwestern Baptist 
Theslogical Seminary, Fort Worth 
and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary " 


Besides ‘Cooper, other cofhmittee 
members include Ben R. Murphy of 
Dallas; C. C. Hope of Charlotte, N. C.; 
R. Paul Henry of Tulsa; Mrs. F. Tyler 
Easley of Bluefield, W. Va.; and Mrs. 
Doyle E. Carlton Jr. of Wauchula, 
Fla., all laypersons. 

Also, George E. Bagley, executive 

, Alabama Baptist Conven- 
tion, Montgomery; R. Eugene Puc- 
kett, editor, Maryland Baptist, 
Lutherville, Md.; W. O» Vaught, pas- 
tor, Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock; Charles E. Harvey, pastor, 
Sunset Acres Baptist Chdrch, 
Shreveport; and the six seminary 
presidents. 


The six presidents are Duke K. 
McCall, Southern Semfmary, Louis- 
ville; Robert E. Naylor, Southwestern 
Seminary, Fort Worth; Landrum P. 
Leavell II, New Orleans Seminary; W. 
Randall Lolley, Southeastern Semi- 
nary, Wake Forest, N. C.; Harold K. 
Graves, Golden.Gate Seminary, Mill 
Valley, Calif.; and Milton Ferguson, 
Midwestern Seminary, Kansas City. 


Turn T.V. Off 


(Continued from page 1) 


hour, with three out of four programs 
featuring violence. 

Wildmon called many of the prog- 
rams on television ‘insulting to any- 
one with normal mentality and decent 
morality. . .It is indeed a shame that 
we must continually be insulted and 
embarrassed when, as a family, we 
chose to watch television,” he said. ~ 

Television, he continued, can be a 
“very enjoyable and helpful medium. 
It could be one of the most beneficial 
mediums of all time. But the quality of 
many programs now offered serve no 
decent purpose at all,” he said. 

“It is time that people with normal 
mentality and decent morality speak 
out. It is time we were heard. The tele- 
vision industry's self-imposed ‘Family 
Viewing Time’ is a shame and a 
farce,” Wildmon charged. ‘We may 
not be able to tell the networks what to 
show, but we can certainly tell them 
that if they do not improve the quality 
of their programs they will be showing 
them to an ever decreasing number of 
viewers.” . 


NORTH ADAMS, Mass. (RNS)}— “Mail order ministers’ of the Universal Life 
Church will not be given a tax-exempt status hére without a court challenge, 
according to Henry J. Callan, chairman of the board of assessors. 

The Universal Life Church, based in Modesto, Calif., recently bought the 
Unitarian Universalist Church building here. Universal Life ministers are ex- 
pected to move into their quarters here in January 


Mr. Callan told the Pittsfield (Mass.) Eagle that no one has yet applied 
tax-exempt status, but if anyone does, ‘I will gutomatically go to court on it, and 


maybe I'll lose.” 


for 


“I am not going to take 200 to 300 people and let them off the fax roll,” he said. 
“It could cause chaos throughout the commonwealth, or even throughout the 


country.” 


order” ministers can ber 
certificate of mjnistry ar 


by the state if the minister sends a copy of his 


standing from the church. 


pater a goed 
by The Universal Life Church says it will send a letter of certificate of ministry _ 


who 


accepted 
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The marginal runner is the youngs- 
ter who takes his bike to the corner and... . 
waits for someone to come get him. 

The child who “runs inté himself,” 
who: withdraws from those around , 
him, is the non-runner. and without meney, disappear for 

un 


end filed. 
ay baat tachade heh Lp arena ‘ The Universal Life Church was founded in 1962 , od. 
panes ba ae he oh a gohan) bt sowie apis grace cal Mina hop of he ere 
the best ters by mail and lasued some 10,00 henorary doctor of divinity degen at 8 
helping 


the 
varying Scone handed own the courts. A U. S. District Court 
by in Sac- 


the family if that isin he 


satelving oman od evaluation. Consent 
Sastre 

be gr for . 

or psychological treat- 


youth decide on a future 


course of action. 
According to the new rules, the ment. 
te ; 
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Carter’s Victory, Church - 
Dominate Baptist Top 10° 


(Continued from page 1) 

The controversy surrounding the 
discovery by Baptist Press that the ul- 

raconservative, independent ‘“ 
tist Literature Board” (BLB) was 
using non-denominational Scripture 
Press literature, rather than litera- 
ture “‘produced by Southern Baptists” 
as advertised, was ranked seventh 
with 140.6 points. The BLB was or- 
ganized by some members of the Bap- 
tist Faith and Message Fellowship, an 
t organization dedicated to 
on out Southern Baptist “‘liber- 


Escalation by. the Southern Baptist 
F Mission Board of disaster re- 
lief efforts abroad, including approp- 
riations of relief funds from a record 
$1.67 million given by Southern 
tists for that , finished 
with 139.4 points. It received one first 
place vote. 


Events surrounding the controversy 
over television and morality finished 
ninth with 125.1 points. The subject in- 
cludes a federal court decision that 
TV’s “Family Viewing Time” is un- 


First, Gulfport 
Pastor Moves 
To Louisiana 


John H. Traylor assumed the pasto- 
rate of First Church, Monroe, La., Jan. 
2. 


» It was on Feb- 
ruary 23, 1969, that 
Traylor began a 
ministry to the Mis- 
sissippi Gulf Coast 
, at First Church, 
» Gulfport that con- 
i » cluded with -a 
seed Christmas Eve ser- 
* vice on December 
a) * 24, 1976. 
Under his pastoral leadership at 
Gulfport, 831 have confessed Christ as 
their Savibr, with 539 being baptized; 
1005 people united with the church 
through transfer of letter. 


During these nearly eight years, 
Traylor has served on the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Committee on 
Committees; as secretary of the Edu- 
cation Commission of the Mississippi 
Baptis K 1 


of the enon tenet Canad. 


He is presently serving as a trustee of 
the Midwestern Seminary. : 


Traylor’s ministry at Gulfport was 
highlighted with the completion of the 
Chapel and East Wing Educational 
Buildings, the beginning of the bus 
ministry, the 75th Anniversary Celeb- 
ration, and his leadership to the 
church.and community following the 
devastating hurricane Camille. 


Traylor, a native of Columbia, La. is 
a graduate Louisiana Tech with a 
major in mechanical engineering, and 
New Orleans Seminary where he re- - 
ceived the Doctor of Theology degree 
in Hebrew and Old Testament. 


He has served as pastor in Kelly, La. 
and Florida Ave. Baptist Mission, New 
Orleans as well as churches in 
Alabama, Texas and Mississippi. 

He is married fo the former Bettye 
Colvin of Dubach, La. who also holds 
degrees from Louisiana Tech and New 
Orleans Seminary. They have two 
children, a married daughter living: in 
Mobile, Ala. and an eighth-grade stu- 
dent, Angela Kay. 


public hearings 

ality across the nation by the SBC 
Christian Life Commission, and ac- 
tions by state Baptist conventions 
lashing TV sex and violence. 

The tenth ranking went to the con- 
tinuing dramatic story of SBC mis- 
sionaries ministering amidst trouble, 
teusion and turmoil in such areas as 
Lebanon, Rhodesia, Ecuador, the 
Philippines and Indonesia. 

That story collected 117.6 points to 
we “geo peared ing the SBC's 
racial “ ” (111.9-points) 
and the burgeoning growth of SBC. 
educational institutions (06.5 points), 
which have shown a 28 enroll- 
ment increase in the past five years, 
including record seminary and Stmi- 
nary Extension enrollments. 

The ‘‘growing pains” issue involved 
a series of stories showing a mixture of 
positive and negative elements of 
black-white relationships among 
Southern Baptists. Southern i 


One such crisis, at Plains Baptist 
Church, was resolved when members 
of Carter’s home congregation ap- 
proved the motion of Southern Baptist 
missionary W. Jerome Ethredge, a 
former deacon chairman at the 
church, to drop racial barriers. 


_ That story overlapped with the con- 
tinuing story of SBC race relations. In 
fact, the top three stories, which the 
(BP) staff decided were important 
enough to merit separate places on the 
ballot, were definitely entwined. 

One editor ranked the Carter elec- 
tion, the Plains controversy, and the 
Ford appearance at the SBC in a 
three-way tie for first and wrote that 
they should have been given one place 
on the ballot under the heading of the 
unpretedented national- media expo- 
sure the three—in combination— 
brought to Southern Baptists. 

Another editor tied the Carter elec- 
tion and Plains for first, noting that he 
found it impossible to separate the 
two. , 


Indeed, it was a landmark year for 


scorentmreesien: 


‘All-Time 


High Gifts 
{Continued from page 1) 


Cooperative Program receipts for 1976 
was January with $714,528. 

“The record amount of giving 
through the Cooperative Program for 
1976 indicates the keen interest Missis- 
sippi Baptists have in a world-wide 
missions program,” Kelly shid. “It 
was the largest budget ever adopted at - 
that time, and it was almost met,” he 
pointed out. ‘‘The 1977 budget ($8.4 
million) is somewhat larger, however, 
and it presents a real challenge,” he 
said. “The attempt by Southern Bap- 
tists to witness to every person 

t this state, across the na- 
tion, and around the world before the 
end of this century will be affected to a 
considerable extent by our response to 
this challenge,” he added. 


Swiss Seminary Supported 


Despite Money Problems 


ions, churches and individuals, but the Foreign Mission Board must bear most of : 


the cost,” Hughey said. =~ 


tial nomination. 
the result of - that candidacy— 
especially Plains when a non- 


sought 
closing hours before the election. 
SBC leaders, although they faced 
criticism for the politica] ramifica- 
tions of Ford’s invitation to speak at 
the SBC, said he was invited as a U.S. 


President in the Bicentennial, not a 


seeking the presidency, to the impetus_ 
given race relations. by the soul- 
searching at Plains, to a President 
speaking to the SBC in an election 
year—or any year for that matter. 

It was a year to remember. 


ee 


3 


te 


Winter In The Rockies 


Winter's winds blow the snow off Longs Peak in Colorado's Rocky Mountain 
National Park. Bear Lake lies frozen below. (RNS Photo by Kent & Donna 
Dannen) Fi 


Calling A Pastor 


Beginning The Search 


There are few things fraught with 
more potential peril to the future of 
any Baptist church than the selection 
of a pastor. The wrong man may be 
secured or the right man gotten in such 
a way as to handicap his service. 
Surely the pastor search committee 
needs to plan wisely and pray much 
that God’s man may be found in the 
right way. 

In the depression years a man who 
had lost almost everything he had 
walked down the street one day, and at 
every intersection thrust out his left. 
arm. Someone asked him why. 

That,”’ he answered, “is all I have left 
of my automobile.” Nothing left but 
the gesture! The committee that fails 
or ly and pray much might 


D 


heh: 


tor search committee 


for its 
task. At the r of the committee, 
the director visit with the mem- 


bers for consultation on proper proce- 
dure, ethical practices, and problems 
that may be encountered. _ 

In order to function effectively, the 
committee should be organized. It will 
need a chairman, a vice chairman, 
and a secretary. In addition to these 
officers, I believe strongly that every 
pastor search committee needs what | 
call a ‘prayer coordinator.’’ 

The chairman presides over the 
meetings of. the committee and he 
should make periodic reports to the 
church on the progress of the work. Of 
course his reports should not violate 
the confidances of the committee. He 
should also see to it that the bills the 
committee incurs in its work are paid 
by the church. It is the further respon- 
sibility of the chairman to see that any 
prospective pastors invited to visit the 
church are reimbursed for their ex- 
penses and given an honorarium when 


necessary. 
A good secretary is jmportant be 


responsible for enlisting the entire 
church to pray for the committee. 
They should contact every Sunday 
School 


become an exci adventure with 


‘ After dealing with preliminary mat- 


ns is available to help any pas 


In the beginning of its work the denominational workers, and college 
committee should agree that each and seminary professors. It will be 
member will hold in confidence the af- - helpful to keep a record of who re- 
fairs of the committee. In further commends each prospect. Caution 
meetings it will be necessary to dis- should be taken in receiving names 
cuss frankly matters of character and from people unknown by the commit- 
personal judgment. The committee tee. Care should also be exercised 
will not secure the cooperation it needs when the committee receives a large 
unless its integrity is unquestioned. number of unsolicited letters exalting 
Another agreement the committee one prospective pastor. 
should make is that a prospective pas- 
tor will not be invited before the The Department of Church— 
church in view of a-call unless the Minister Relations, when requested, 
committee is unanimous. will provide names and biographical 


ters, many committees begin their might wish to consider. Committees 
search by asking, ‘‘What kind of may also request data on specific per- 
do we want?” Well, all you sons. If the desired information is not 


‘have to do is name your type for God _ in the files, the department will seek to 


has him. I never cease tobe amazed at secure it within a few days. 


the many different t of people God 

has Galied sas hig aarvien. Seeking information and investiga- 

W.E. Thorn Jr. saysthatinoneofhis tion may seem a long and tedious way 
is wy orange aa 


” | 


sent. They stood there looking at the 
that later a lady told him he was a little doggies in the window. Finally, 
“‘warm preacher,” and he says, “I fi- the father asked, ‘Have you picked 
gured that out for myself. It meant not one yet, son?” ‘Yes, Dad, I have,” re- 
so hot. ; plied the boy, pointing to one little 

Yes, God has any kind of preacher puppy furiously wagging his tail. ‘I 
you want—model, warm or otherwise. want the one with the happy ending.” 
But the first question is not the kind of . 
preacher you want but the kind of 
church you represent.—‘‘What is the 
makeup of our church? What is our 
mission in this community and how 
‘are we fulfilling it? What are our 
needs?’’ These are the questions that 
must be answered before a committee 
is ready to focus on a pastor. 

The committee should know the 
facts about the church it represents 
before’ it goes out to deal with pros- 
pects. On the basis of this study of the 
church it should be determined what 
the church will expect of the new pas- 


Well, who doesn’t! We all want 
y endings. For a pastor search 
committee, prayer and careful inves- 
tigation is the way to a happy ending. 


(This is second in a series of articles 
on the subject, ‘Seeking And Calling A 
Pastor.’ Next—‘‘Dealing With The 
Prospect”’) 


information of persons the committee , 
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December 


Buoys 
SBC CP 


NASHVILLE (BP) Strong giving in 
December increased the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s national 
Cooperative Program unified budget 
to more than $11.9 million after the 
first three months of the 1976-77 fiscal, 
12.49 percent ahead of the same point 
last year. 

National Cooperative Program re- 
ceipts in December alone totaled 
$4,117,544, an 18.83 percent increase 
over $3,465,179 given last December, 
according ‘to a report from Billy D. 


~ Malesovas, director of financial plan- 


ning and assistant to the treasurer of 
the SBC Executive Committee. 

Executive Secretary-Treasurér 
Porter Routh, expressing gratitude for 
the strong giving in December, said 
the 12.49 percent pace during the first 
quarter of the fiscal year would leave 
the SBC “‘about $2.5 million short of its 
bold mission goal at the end of the 
year, but will take care of the ‘basic 
operating and capital needs budgets.”’ 

Including the $11.9 million Coopera- 
tive Program figure and over $1.27 
million more in contributions desig- 
nated to specific causes, Southern 
Baptists have given over $13.2 million 
to SBC national causes during the first 
three months of the fiscal year. That's 
an 11.44 percent increase over the 
same point last year. 

National Cooperative Program re- 
ceipts represent about one third of the 
receipts received by SBC state and 
multi-state conventions from SBC 
churches. The amount received by the 
states represerit about one-tenth of the 


W. Herschel Ford | 
Dies At Age 76 


DALLAS (BP)—W. ' (William) 
Herschel Ford, long-time pastor and 
denominational leader and a well 
known Southern Baptist author died 
here at age 76. 


Ford was a vice president of both the 
Southern Baptist Convention (1960- 
61), and the Baptist General Conven- 
tion of Texas (1949-50) was a former 
president of the Southern Baptist Pas- 
tor’s Conference (1961-62) and former 
member of the denomination’s Home 
Mission Board. 

‘He rétiredtrom the pastorate of 
First Baptist Church, £) Paso, Tex., in 
1963 after'16 years there. He made his 
home in Dallas but served several in- 
terim pastorates until declining health 
confined him to writing. 


He had been in bad health several 
months. He suffered a heart ailment 
on Sunday, Dec. 19, and was pro- 
nounced dead in the emergency room 
of a local hospital. 


A native of Monroe, Ga., Ford wrote 
about 40 books,smost of them in a 
series, entitled, ‘Simple Sermons.” 
He was an honor graduate of Wake 
Forest University, Winston-Salem, N. 
C., and attended Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth. 
He was awarded the doctor of divinity 
degree by Carson-Newman College, a 
Baptist school in Jefferson City, Tenn. 


Interfaith Group Condemns 


lor and what thenewpastorcanespect “he Passover Plot’ Film 


to know what the church plans to do for 
ithe pastor in terms of salary and bee BOSTON (RNS) — An interfaith 
nefits. Future conflict may be avoided committee here has denounced the 
if each knows what is expected of the film, “The Passover Plot,” based on 
other. Hugh Schonfield’s book of the same 
Having determined the kind of pas- name, and declared that the depiction 
tor needed, the committee is ready to of Christianity ‘‘as a deliberate fraud”’ 
look at possibilities. Some committees _ is similar to branding the Holocaust as 
ly take to the road to hear ‘‘Jewish fiction."’ 
Men preach. A great deal of lost mo- ; 
tion could be avoided if they would _ The statement was issued on behalf 
begin by making a list of prospects of the Catholic-Jewish Committee of 
Then they should get enough biog- the Archdiocese of Boston by its 
raphical and statistical information to chairman, Sol Kolack, and past 
determine whether any one of the men chairman, Father Robert Bullock. It 


whose names i said the committee sees the film as 
Man they = ave mage ete damaging to interfaith relations 
Where should the committee get Wherever it is shown 

Dames of possibilities? Certainly Although the film was made in Is- 
@very member of the church should rael, the interfaith committee noted 
have the privilege of making recom- that it ‘‘is not sanctioned by the gov- 
Mendations to the committee\Further ernment of Israel, and is the product of 
recommendations might be S6yught a private film-making company.” 
from pastors known to the commie, 

88sociational directors of missi 


American 
body. American 
meals. Other students 


" Ministry To 
Is Topic Of 


Ministering to the chemically- 


Hospital Elects MC Grad 
Chairman Of Trustees 


Alvin ‘Bo’ Huffman, Jr., executive %®, is the nation’s largest private gen- 
vice president of the Radio and Televi- With more than 60,000 dependent person will be the topic of 
sion’Commission in Fort Worth, &@Neral admissions annually, it ranks the 17th annual pastoral-care seminar 
Texas, has been %@tond in the United States in the sponsored jointly by Mississippi Bap- 


elected chairman of patients admitted. Missis- tist Medical Center and the Christian 
wd Action Commission of the Mississippi 


nary associate, announced 
hoped a new president would be elected by the board in January, with ratification owned by the state Baptist 
later by the seminary trustees. of Arkansas, Mississippi 


the | 27-member 


has nine trustees of the hospital 


Board of TrusteéS» was the longtime owner Baptist Conventjon Board. 
of t Memo > a of Huffman Brothers, - 
rial Hospital, " "te. @ building materials firm in The seminar will be held February 
Memphis. He is 4 lié, Ark., before joining the 22from 9:30.a.m. to3 p.m. in the Gilfoy 
Mississippi College Radio and Television Commission Building of the Mississippi Baptist 
graduate. Stalfin 1972. - Medical Center, and of all 
The Radio and Television Commis- denominations are invited to attend, 
Memorial, “nis the world’s largest producer of according to Gordon Shamburger, 
Hospital, jointly Fadio and television.prog-, MBMC Chaplain and director of the 
Tams for broadcast on public service ' MBMC Pastoral Care Department. 
and Tennes-. “ithe, . The seminar will focus on the prog- 


Dr. Kolack and Father Bullock also 
pointed out that ‘‘ ‘Jesus Christ, 
Superstar’ was also filmed in Israel 
and was looked upon as casting Jews in 
a negative light.” ‘ 

The Catholic-Jewish Committee as- 
serted that the ‘‘Passover Plot"’ film 
“grossly distorts the New Testament’s 
account of the last days of Jesus and 
offers an unsubstantiated account of a 
scheming and opportunistic Jesus who 
covertly planned the scenario of his 
own death.” 

Its statement quoted Prof. David 
Flusser of Hebrew University as hav- 
ing recently said, ‘‘Schonfield shows a 
real ignorance of the Judaism of the 
time. To suppose that Jesus would ac- 
tually plan a scenario of his own death 
is a complete impossibility. There is no 
question but that Jesus died on the 


Alcoholic 


Seminar 


rams of the Chemical Dependency 
Unit of the Mississippi Baptist Medical 
Center. The unit’s function is to aid the 
alcoholic to return to a position of re 
sponsibility in his family unit and in his 
community. 

The topic. of the 1976 seminar was 


to the cancer.patient and . . 


ministering 

was attended hy approximately.125 . 
clergymen from-many different de- 
nominations. 

Information on the seminar may be , 
obtained from Chaplain Shamburger 
or from Clark Hensley, executive di- 
rector of the Christian Action Com- 
mission of the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention Board. e 
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Surely Mississippi Baptists wish 
Dr. William Tanner the very best in his 
new position as executive secretary- 
treasurer of the Home Mission Board. 
The change in leadership at the Home 
Mission Board has been one of interest 
to this writer because of the many 
years of knowledge of the work of both. 
the retired secretary and the new one 
and the high esteem in which both are 
held. 


There are too many people to men- 
tion at the Home Mission Board with 
whom the writer has an acquaint- 
ance going back many years. One of 
the two earliest is Bill Tanner. He was 
a member of the Student Council at 
Baylor University when I was a repor- 


\+~ Editorials | 


ter for the Baylor Lariat assigned to 
cover the council’s positions. 

Dr. Tanner also, of course, has Mis- 
sissippi ties in that he is the former 
pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Gulfport. He has also been pastor of 
churches in Houston and Cleburne, 
Texas, and president ef Mary 
Hardin-Baylor College in Texas while 
I was with the Baptist Standard in that 
state. He was, of course, president of 
Oklahoma Baptist University im- 
mediately before accepting his pre- 
sent post. He was on the Baptist 
Record advisory committee. 

He has a position of great responsi- 
bility, and we pledge to him our sup- 
port and our prayers. 

The other of the two earliest ac- 


ee 


Hail, And Farewell | 


quaintances, incidentally, is Walker 
Knight, the editor of Home Missions 
magazine. He was a staff member of 
the Baylor Lariat at the same time. 
Dr. Arthur Rutledge; who has just 
retired as executive 
treasurer of the Home Mission Board, 
also had Texas background as a pastor 
and was well known to the writer while ‘ 
he was on the staff of the executive 
board of the Baptist General Conven- 
tion of Texas. We here in i 
sifrely take this opportanity of 
wishing him a very pleasant arid 
* gratifying experience as he begins his 
retirement. His efforts and inflience 
through the years have been of top 
quality and widespread. 
He will not be forgotten. 


Pray For The President 


In a little less than a week a new 
President of the United States will be 
inaugurated. The philosophy of the 
new administration will be a great 
deal different from that of the present, 
and very likely different from any ex- 
perienced before. 

Nevertheless, whatever our political 
persuasion, we must resolve to pray 
for our President and for our nation. 
We face a hopeless situation unless we 
call upon the Lord to guide us in our 
directions and decisions. 


We know the new President is aman 
of prayer. He is particularly open con- 
cerning his relationship to the Lord. 


The thought has surfaced a time or 
two that since he-is a Southern Baptist 
the President-elect could embarrass 
us with some of his actions or deci- 
sions. Put those notions aside. He 
could do just that. But rather than 
fearing that he might, let us support 
him with our prayers so he will be bet- 
ter able to serve, and our nation will be 
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Mis 


issing In Action 


By Edgar R. Cooper 
: Florida Baptist Witness 

We continue to hear from concerned 
individuals about service men who 
fought in Vietnam, but are now miss- 
ing In Action (MIA). Our government 
is implored to use every resource 
available to find the MIAs and restore 
them to their families. Politicians are 


questioned, signs painted, 
marches to-em- 
phasize the responsibilities of Amer- 


classified-MIA. Se 
Southern Baptists have a lot of MIAs 
too, and we should be concerned and 
anxious about finding them. Some 
have been lost for a long time and the 
list grows every day. Baptist MIAs are 
nonresident members and we need to 
organize’ and agonize in a 
effort toreciaim them. We like to boast 
about having 13,000,000 persons who 
claim membership in almost 35,000 
Southern Baptist churches, making us 
the world’s largest protestant denomi- 
nation. However, a good portion of our 
brag turns to embarrassment when it 
is revealed that at Jeast 3.5 million ‘f 
the membership is classed as nonresi- 
dent. This means that they do not live 
where their church membership re- 
sides. More than 27 per cent of all 
Southern Baptists are MIAs so far as 
being active in the churches where 
their names are on the church rolls. 

Here in Florida,-approximately 27.1 
per cent of the 736,531 persons claim- 
ing membership in a Southern Baptist 
church are nonresident members. 
This makes us equal with the national 
average, which in no sense is a distinc- 
tion. ’ 

Why so many MIA Baptists? What 
keeps them from moving their church 
memberghips to the area where they 
live? It may be because they are in a 
strange town and there is a fear of get- 
ting started in that unfamiliar situa- 
tion. Another reason may be that old 
friends have been left behind and new 
ones have not been made. So often 
maving to a new location provides an 
invitation to take it easy for awhile and 
drift along with no Sunday actus 
or responsibilities. It could be that the 
nonresident member has not had a 
genuine experience with the Lord, is 
not converted and therefore lacks the 
incentive. No matter—the nonresident 


MIAs need to be contacted, dealt with 
and utilized for the Kingdom's sake. 

How? The Sund&y School Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention is 
promoting a project to help the 
churches find and enlist nonresident 
Baptists in Sunday school. The project 
is called Hello Baptists. 

The procedure is simple. First the 
church checks its roll and makes a list 
of the members who have moved away 
but have not moved their membership. 
The next step is for the church to con- 
tact the Hello Baptists Desk, 127 Ninth 
Avenue, North; Nashville, TN 37234 


‘requesting enough Hello Baptists in- 


formation cards to record one family 
per card. 

When the cards are completed, the 
local church may follow one of two 
procedures. The cards can be mailed 
directly to the churches near the home_ 
of the nonresident members. To do 
this, churches will need a copy of the 
Directory of Southern Baptist 
Churches. This directory is number 
9522-6 on the undated literature order 
form and costs $8.25. It is a necessity 
that the local church deals directly 
with sister churches. 


better because of his better service. 


Just as surely as we are the churches 
of which we are members, we are also 
the nation in which we hold citizenship. 
Just as surely as we must support our 
also support our nation with our pray- 
ers. 


We will have one of our own, A 
Southern Baptist, in the White House 
soon. Let us demonstrate the rele- 
vancy of our commitment and his to a 
Christian heritage. Let's pray for him. 


Another procedure is to mail the in- 
formation cards to the Hello Baptists 
Desk. The cards will be divided by 
conventions and sent to state directors 
of associational missions. They in turn 
will contact the churches-close to the 
homes of the nonresident families and 
ask that they seek to enroll in a Bible 


study. 
Seer to make Hens Bape eae 
power to 
What is needed is a genuineconcern. It 
is criminal for a church to be content 
with a bulging nonresident file. Some 
thing should and can be done about it 
After World War II the US Navy had 
a large fleet of ships anchored at 
Green Cove Springs, FL. They were 


. said to be mothballed. The war was 


over and there was no demand for 
them. Gun turrets were sealed, and 
anti rust concoctions generously used. 
There they were—acres of them— 
potential power becoming junk! 

The millions of nonresident Baptists 
represent potential power.-In many 
cases all that is needed to enlist themis 
a friendly word and a helping hand. We 
can provide both through Hello Bap- 


director- - 


was growing up in Kansas, John 


Peterson to give: the world a 


song with God's message. Today he is 


one of the most well-known gospel song 
composers in the world. He has'over 


1,000 hymns and’ gospel songs te his ~ 


credit and millions of copies of his can- 
tatas are in circulation. He shares his 
—— in this inspiring autobiog- 
raphy. ’ 


\ 


THE PRESIDENTS AND THE 
BIBLE by J. W. Storer (Broadman, 
paper, 174 pp., $2.50) When the Presi- 
dent of the United States is inaugu- 
rated, he takes oath with his hand on a 
Bible. Since Abraharfi Lincoln, with 
one exception, the Bible has been 
opened at a passage personally 
selected by the President for the occa- 
sion. Along with a brief biographical 
sketch and a drawing of each man, this 
book offers a devotional article based 
on his Bible passage. First published 
as THESE HISTORIC SCRIPTURES, 
this book is of particular interest at a 
time witen a new President is to be 
inaugurated. 


THE EYE OF THE STORM’ by 
Joseph B. Bishop; Chosen Books, 
Fleming H. Revell Company, Old 
Tappan, New Jersey ; 126 pages ; $4.95. 

This book is about a search for the 
way through turmoil and grief to the 
joy beyond. The author says that the 
only way out of tragedy must lead di- 
rectly into and through. the center of 
the upheaval. He declares that to win 
man must plunge into the eye of the 
storm. 


-THE MAKING OF A CHRISTIAN 
LEADER by Ted W. Engstrom; Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. ; 208 pages ; 96.95. 

The author explains that good lead- 
ership begins with a clear understand- 
ing of tested principles of manage» 
ment and human relations. Then, he 
says, building on practice and experi- 
ence in developing skills, the leader 
cultivates the’ qualities and personal 
traits that make good managers. 
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The first word I ever said—when I 
was nine months old, so they tell 
me—was “‘cat.” I can’t imagine why it 
wasn’t ‘‘dog,”” for some of my best 
friends have been dogs. That is—Well, 
you know what I mean. 

“The one absolute friend a man can 
have—the one that never proves 
treacherous—is his dog.’’ These words 
were spoken by lawyer George 
Graham Vest to a jury in War- 
rensburg, Mo., in 1870, about a dog 


_. named Old Drum that had been shot to 


death when he trespassed on a 
neighbor's property. (I read about his 
trial in the November 1 Clarion- 
Ledger.) Old Drum, of course, did not 
know he was entering the property of 
Leonidas Hornby and perhaps;if he 
had been just another ordinary mon- 
grel that would have been the end of it. 
As the news article said, though, ‘“‘Old 
Drum was a foxhound of high repute, 
and his master, Charles Burden, de- 
cided to seek $150 damages. 

“Vest’s eloquent summation was not 
only in defensé of Old Drum but appa- 
rently of all the dogs in history. From 
his impassioned tion was born 


" the phrase: ‘A man’s best friend is his 


HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS, 
Benjamin Davies, editor ; Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich.; 184 

pages include explanatory notes 

and illustrative passages. A-synopsis 

ofthe harmony is featured on the early 

pages. The appendix section discusses 

special topics of interest from the four 

~ s such as the time of Jesus’ 

, the genealogy, Christ’s second 

er, the Sermon on the Mount, 

the Mate of the Last Supper, and 

chronological questioris concerning 
the resurrection narratives: 

LOTS O’LAUGHS by Bob Phillips 


(Fleming Revell, paper, $1.50, 128 pp.) 
Here’s a collection of wholesome jokes 


~ 


The Presidents 
"And Their Churches 


By J. B. Fowler, Jr., Pastor 
First Church, McComb 
In a few days Jimmy Carter of 


formed church sent Martin Van Buren 
and Theodore Roosevelt. The Disci- 
ples of Christ sent James R. Garfield 


Georgia will be inaugurated as the 39th_~and Lyndon Johnson. The Quakers 


President of the United States. Courtt- 
ing Mr. Carter, héwever, only 38 men 
have filled that office. Grover Cleve- 
land served as our 22nd and 24th presi- 
dent. All but five of these men were 
members of a church. . 
The presidents have come from ten 
religious denominations. The Epis- 
copa) church leads the group with ten 
men. They were Washington, Madi- 
son, Monroe, Harrison, Tyler, Taylor, 
Pierce, Arthur, Franklin D 
Roosevelt, and Gerald Ford. ¢ 


The Presbyterians are second. They" 


gave America five presidents. They 
were Jackson, Buchanan, Harrison, 
Wilson, and Eisenhower. Grover 
Cleveland, the orly president to be 
elected twice with one term outiof of- 
fice, never united with the ch al- 
though his father had been’h 

rian minister. 

Four of our presidents held mem- 
bership inthe Unitarian church. Those 
fen were John Adams, John Quincy 
Adams, Millard Fillmore, and William 
Howard Taft. 

The Methodsts have sent three men 
to the White House. They were Polk, 
Grant, McKinley. . 

It was 132 years before a Baptist was 
chosen to serve. Warren G. Harding, 

on March 21, 1921, was the 

first one. Harry S. Truman was the 

second. God willing, Jimmy Carter 
_ Will be the third. ¥% 


Three denominations have each sent * 


two men to Washington. The Dutch Re- 


sent Herbert Hoover and Richard Ni- 
xon. 

There are two denominations that 
have had only one of their members to 
serve in this land’s highest office. They 
are the Congregationalists and the 
Roman Catholics. Calvin Coolidge was 
a Congregationalist, and John F. Ken- 
nedy was a Roman Catholic 

The only presidents who were not 
church members were Thomas Jel- 
ferson, Abraham Lincoln, Andrew 
Johnson, Grover Cleveland, and 
Rutherford.B. Hays. But, if an article 
that was nationally-circulated in the 
newspapers a few years ago can be 
believed, had Abraham Lincoln lived 
he would have joined the Presbyterian 
church. 

Some years ago, Frank § ‘ 
Stated Clerk of the New Yorn: 
sbyterian Church in Washington, p. 
C., wrote that Lincoln was to have been 
admitted to their membership 
the confession of his faith. But, alas 


is the sum of religion.” 
Andrew Johnson succeeded Ab- 


jous occasions. When he was inaugu- 

rated on March 4,1881, he chose Psalfn 

118: 11-13 as the Scripture to be used in 
inauguration 
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inaugereted on January 20, 
life that he preferred the Unitarign, 1977, he will be the thirty-eighth man to 


However, Jefferson never joined 


later years ; 
with all thy heart and thy neighbor ad 


3 
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dog.' Many of the jurors wept. They 
gave Old Drum’s owner $550 in dam- 
ages an uncommon sum for those 


~'All ny life Pvé owtied dogs. When 1 
was a child they walked with me ih the 
woods or followed my bicycle down the 
dusty roads. I grieved when Ted, a lit- 
tle white fiest (like Farmer Jim’s 
dog), and then Laddie, a big tan collie, 
were struck by cars. 

Skippy would follow Daddy and me 
when we hauled hay in the wagon. If he 
ever saw a snake he would grab it in a 
flash and shake it until it was dead. 
One afternoon Skippy and I were a lit- 
tle late arriving on the scene, and 
Daddy had already-killed the snake. 
Just as I stepped up to look, Skippy 

started sling- 


tted the enemy and 
ing. With every motion he was popping 
that dead snake against my legs, and! 


was jumping up and down and yelling. 
I couldn't get away fast enough—but 
Skippy was sure that sake wasn’t 
going to hurt either of us. 

Frisky, shaggy and about the sigg of 
a cocker Spaniel, was the most i > 
gent dog I’ve owned. When W. D. andI 
lived on North Hines Street in Jackson 


POPULATION: THE ILLEGITI- 
MACY RATE — More than half the 
babies born in Washington, D. C. last 
year were illegitimate. According to 
the National Center for Health Statis- 
tics, this is the first time that a major 
U. S. city has had more children born 
to women who were not ed than 
to women who were. Behind this strik- 
ing statistic lies a marked difference 
in illegitimacy rates between blacks 
and whites. In Washington, 57 per cent 
of last year’s black babies were born 


* out of wedlock, compared with 12.9 per 


cent of the white babies, and the city’s 
ulation is about three-quarters 
ack. Nationwide, about 13 per. 
cent of all births were illegitimate last 
year, but this figure has been risi 


illegitimacy rate was 47.1 per cént; 
among whites, it was 6.5 per cent. 
(Newsweek, 

November 22, 1976) 


SERIOUS AND VIOLENT CRIME 
INCREASES RTED — Uniform 


mated total of 11,256,000 serious 
crimes were os to law enforce- 
ment agencies in 1975 as compared to © 
10,253,000 the previous year. As a 
group, violent crimes totaled 280 


, ‘ 


YOUTH.AND SEXUAL MORALITY 
— More than one million 

10 percent of all girls 15 to 19 in the 
United States—become pregnant each 


gfe 
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Prayer for the New Year 


By Anne Washburn McWilliams 


On. The Moral Scene 


SAKE LEAD AE, aay 
AND GUIDE ME* “em 
mw PEALM BEE ogee 


are nee 
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she entertained the neighborhood 
children with her tricks. We never 
knew if dognappers got Tiger, or if 
someone shot him (like Old Drum) for 
trespassing. ~ 


My current dogs are Devil and 
Brownie. Devil is ten years old—jet 
black and sleek. I named her that be- 
cause when she was a mischievous 
puppy it described her well. The vet 
says she looks like a mixture of 
dachshund and terrier. 


“There was a dachshund once, so 
long, she hadn’t any notion 

How long it took to notify her tail of 
her emotion; 

And so it happened, while her eyes 
were filled with tears and sadness 

Her little tail tent wagging on be- 
cause of previous gladness.”” 

Brownie was one of Devil’s puppies. 
Like many people, he has a jealous na- 
ture and requires a great deal of atten- 
tion. 

C. Stacey Woods of Australia in his 
book, Some Ways of God, told about his 
great desire, as a boy, for a dog. His 
eleventh birthday came, a day he, 
would not forget. His mother and 
father came into his room while he was 
still asleep and his father quietly put a 
furry little bundle into the bed. The 
puppy began to lick away the tearsof - 
joy that smeared the boy’s face: Wools 
said that he and Bobs pthe dog, became 
inseparable companions. ‘‘At one time 
Bobs meant more to me than any boy- 
hood friend. He did not want to go out 
for a walk unless I went with him. 
When I studied or read, he was at my 
feet. He even seemed to prefer that I 
give him his food.” 

*Sometimes,”’ he continued, “my 
father would call attention to this 
dog-boy relationship as a picture of 
what should be the relationship bet- 
ween a Christian servant and his mas- 
ter Christ. God wants us to enter into 
such a relationship with him wherein 
we desire to have nothing but what he 
gives us, to go nowhere but where he 
directs us, to enjoy his presémce and 
fellowship more than any other as- 
sociation, to have no will but his will. 
As by his grace we realize and experi- 
ence such a relationship in which our 
supreme desire is to please him, then 
we are becoming great in his eternal 
Kingdom.” 


year according to a study published by 
Family Planning Perspectives 
magazine. More than one-third of the 
births are to unmarried mothers, the 
report says, and nearly one-third of the 
ee gg Se end in abortion. Mean- 
, Playboy notes in a survey of 
students at twenty colleges that virgin- 
ity is claimed by only 26 percent of the 
women students this year (compared 
to 49 percent in 1970) and by 26 percent 
of the males (up from 18 percent). 
( : Today, 

Nov. 5, 1976, p. 86) 


TRANSATLANTIC POLLUTION— 
Swedish scientists are raising their 


country originate in North . 
(Newsweek, 
October 4, 1976) 


Energy Agency AIEA). Further, the 
14.3 ptrcent slower expansion in 


energy use they did manage was due 
pe fan than ; m4 
concerted ac- 

tion, The study, released in 
"branded the US, Switseriand, 
Sweden and Canada as the ‘worst of- 
fenders, while the marks went 
to the Netherlands, has cut back 
its energy by 20 percent. 


Nov. 1976, Vol. 3, No. 10) 
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Around. The World 


‘India, Cradle Of Missions —_ 


. By David R. 
Editor’s Note: rams 
Dr. David R. Grant, pastor of 
church in 


., Broadmoor Baptist Jackson 
_+ and a past president of the Mississippi 


Baptist Convention, recently com- 
pleted an around-the-worid trip for the 


It was in India, that vast sea of hu- 
manity, that the foreign mission 
movement had its é 


Several years ago, two wonderful 
Christians—Dr. and Mrs. Jasper 
McPhail—became the first Southern 
Baptist appointees to India. He is a 

cal doctor, and Dot, his wife, is a 


they were connected with the 
University of Mississippi Medical 
School, they were members of Broad- 
moor Baptist Church. Then, when they 
were appointed, they held member- 
ship with us while they were overseas. 
He was assigned to the Christian hos- 
pital in Vellore. 


Being a doctor was the only way he 
could get into the country as a missio- 
nary. While serving in Vellore, he was 
able to negotiate with the Indian 
ernment to get permission‘ for 
ern Baptists to build and operate a 
hospital in Bangalore. 

Unfortunately, the McPhails were 
unable to return to India after their 

_first furlough because of health 
reasons, but the seed had been planted 


and the hospital stands there in Banga- 
lore as a testimony to the Christian 
faith and a Southern Baptist witness.. 
This was our destination in India, 
but we did not go straight there. 


pe agra ar Kenya, and went di- 
rectly to Bombay, India. We had to 
bypass Egypt and Iran because of our 
error in scheduling. An unusual j 


We went directly from Delhi to Ban- 
galore with one immediate stop. Our 
arrival at Bafigalore was perhaps the’ 
most emotional experience of the 
whole trip. Dr. Van Williams and his 
wife, Sarah, are now serving as mis- 
sionaries at the hospital. They were 
members of our church during their 
time in med school. Both of them sang. 
in our ‘choir and were active in all ph- 
ases of our program. We ordained him 
as a deacon while he was here. Also, 
Dr. John McNair and Kathy were 
there. Kathy had worked in the Baptist 
Building here in our state and is the 
daughter of one of our Mississippi 
preachers. John and Kathy were 


this 


ministers of music-at First Baptist 
Church, Brandon, he was on the 
staff at the medical center here in 
sarod ‘iguard the tacaivals tears 
toward the , tears 


a lump came up in my throat. There 


institutions we saw anywhere. It is as 
modern as most local hospitals. The 
daughter of Dr. Robert Naylor (Presi- 
dent of Southwestern Seminary, Ft. 
Worth, Texas) is a surgeon at the hos- 
pital. We had a great tour of the hospi- 
tal. There is a genuine Christian wit-. 
ness on every hand. Devotions are held 
daily in the waiting room and the staff 
affirm their faith in many different 
ways. . 


Across the-line of the hospital 
grounds, and across the street from an 
agricultural college, we have a beauti- 
ful student building. It was given by a 
man of another denomination as a tri- 
bute to his brother who worked with 
students for a long time. At the pre- 
sent, it is unfurnished. While we were 
there, John McNair was trying to get 
some student-work going, but since 
then he has been transferred to Spain. 
‘A worthy project for some person or 
church or group would be to furnish 
,this building. While I was in Banga- 
lore, I was able to add a couple of pairs 
of trousers to my wardrobe! 

Van took David and me out into some 
villages where we could see the type 
work they are doing other than just at 
the hospital. They worship in a village 
church which isa little hut of a building 


Soviet Document Reveals Scope 


Of Repression On All Religion 


* 


LONDON (RNS) — An official 
Soviet government book on religion, 
which was smuggled out of the Soviet 
Union, reveals details of a web of re- 
strictions and curbs on the practice of 
religious faith in the USSR. ; 

The volume, “Legislation on Religi- 
ous Cults (Collection of Materials and 


es, was compiled by V. A... 


uroedov, chairman of the Council of 
Religious Affairs, and A. S. Pan- 
eee, deputy prosecutor general of 

It contains all the Soviet legislation 
on religion through 1971, with com- 
mentaries and definitions to guide 
local and lower-level officials. - 

Smuggled out of Russia last Sep- 
tember, it was given to Michael Bour- 
deaux, an Anglican priest and director 
of Keston College in Kent — a highly 
respected research center devoted to 
the study of religion in Communist 
countries. 

The handbook calls attention to the 
Soviet constitutional ‘“guarantee’’ of 
“freedom of conscience” to citizens of 
the USSR, which means “‘both the 
freedom to perform rituals 
and the freedom to conduct anti- 

anda.” . 


tions on the actual practice of religion: 


‘Religious centers, religious as- 
sociations, and servants of cults 
(clergy) are forbidden: 

**A) to organize special prayer meet- 
ings for children, young Bovle or wo- 


Names In 
The News ° 


Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. Deev- 
ers, missionaries to the Ivory 
Coast, have completed e 
study and arrived on the field 
(address: B. P. 512, Bouake, 
Ivory Coast). A native of Missis- 
sippi, he was born in Jackson and 
grew up in Clinton. She is the 
former Dianne Sutherland of 
Bogalusa, La. Before they were 
appointed in 1974, he had a dental 
practice in Clinton. 


aF35 : 
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aling of sick people, prophesies, etc.) ; 
““C) to conduct compulsory exaction 


rk: stues apd taxes.from believers-for - 


Still another section of the book 
states: “‘ ous associations and 
servants of cults. . .do not have the 
right — - 

“‘A) to set up mutual aid funds or 
engage in charity work; - 

“B) to organize sanatoria or medi- 
cal aid; 
* “C) to arrange excursions, chil- 
dren’s playgrounds, or sports grounds, 
to open libraries of reading rooms; 

“D) to organize any sort of méet- 
ings, circles, etc., that are not related 
to the performance of the cult.” 

The compilers of the book, in a 
commentary, describe. religion as 
“always playing a reactionary role, 
strengthening the powerlessness of 
people in the face of nature,’ and as 
“irreconcilable with science and prog- 
ress.” 

Zionism is defined as ‘‘a reactionary 


Mr. and Mrs. Ronald H. (Ron- 
nie) Ballard, missionaries to 
Paraguay, have arrived at lan- 
guage school (address: Apartado 
10240, Sah Jose, Costa Rica). Be- 
fore they were appointed in 1976, 
he was pastor of Carrollton 
(Miss.) Baptist Church. 


Rte. 1, 
native of Mississippi, she was 
born in Carroll County. 


in the 


first study period 
held at B yoory Hr ae 


tendency organized by the ideologists- 


of the European bourgeoisie in the 19th 
Century to stupefy the Jewish working 
class, implant ‘class unity’ in all Jews, 
and concentrate them in Israel near 
the ‘holy’ mountain Zion. . . , 
“Zionism with its reactionary, 
nationalistic ideology is a virulent 
enemy of all workers. It appears as the 
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USSR Baptists 
Report 40 New. 
Congregations 


MOSCOW (RNS) — In a Christmas 
message to Baptists around the world, 
the officially recognized group of Bap- 
tists in the Soviet Union reported that 
it acquired more than 40 new congre- 
gations in the past year. 

The All-Union Council of Evangeli- 
cal Christians-Baptists (AUCECB) 
also cited the“tiliilding or continued 
building of new houses of prayer in a 
number of localities.’’ 

The new ations mentioned in 
the report include Mennonite and Pen- 
tecostal churches. Membership in the 
AUCECB is not restricted to Baptist 
congregations. 


Amy, are making their home in 
the Blackwater community. 


Max R. Parker is the new pastor 
of Glade Qhurch, Laurel. He 
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if: 


down my cheeks and . 
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about 12 by 20 feet. The clinics out in 


Work there;-we were privileged to see 
historical places. We saw the 

y in which Adoniram and Ann 
Hasseltine Judson were= baptized,’ 
is =e charch where William 

y Served as pastor. We than went 

to Serarfipore where William Carey 
did most of his work. We visited the 
, Ctllege that carries his name and also 


The next discussion will be on 


Dies While Preaching At Carmel Church 


Ernest E. Hedgepeth, 79, a faithfu! 
tiinister for 50 years, died of an appa- 
rent heart attack while preaching 
January 2, 1977, at Carmel Church, 
Monticello. His sermomscripture that 
morning was Luke 17:33-36. The re- 
tired preacher was a member of Car- 
mel Church. 


Final rites were held Tuesday, 
January 4, at 11 a.m. at Carmel. His 
pastor, Charles Guy, with Maxie Nel- 
son, Robert Dunn, John Hedgepeth, 
and Phil Walker conducted the ser- 
vices. Twelve fellow pastors and many 
friends were present. 


Survivors include his wife, Gladys 
Nelson Hedgepeth of Monticello; one 
son, Everette Hedgepeth, of Corpus 
Christi, Texas; two daughters, Mrs. 
Evelyn McClelland of Jackson and 
Mrs. Bettye Jo-Wolfkiel of Baton 
Rouge; two brothers, A. A. Hedgepeth 
of Monticello and Harvey Hedgepeth, 
Sr. of Jackson; two sisters, Mrs. 

Russell of Crysta] Springs 


: Dorthula 
hater of the camp of democracy and and Mrs. Beulah Stamps of Monticel- 


lo j sight grgndchilcr 2 i cs 


Hedgepeth was born May 30, 1897, in 
Lawrence County, the son of Arthur 
and Hattie Hedgepeth. He had a twin 
brother, Henry. ” 


~ While he was attending a rural 
school in Lawrence County he met 
Gladys Nelson who in 1917 became his 
_wife and worked with him until his 
death. He studied two years at Co-Lin 
College and three years at Baptist 
Bible Institute, New Orleans. Follow- 
ing this period of education, he taught 
school six years in Lawrence County. 


He began his ministry in 1927 and 
was ordained in 1928 at Monticello 
Church when D. O. Horne was pastor. 
Though he had retired, he continued to 
preach often and to minister in many 
ways. He was speaker for a radio 
program on Sunday mornings on 

for the last several years, until 
the time of his death. Sunday morning, 
January 9, the statioh’ broadcast a 
memorial service in tribute to him. 


Alvin Huffman, executive vice 
president of the Radio and Televi- 
sion Commission in Ft. Worth, 
Texas, was elected chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of Baptist 
Memorial Hospital at a recent 

" Meetirig of the 27-member Board. 
_ Mr. Huffman was first elected to 
the hospital’s Board of Trustees in 
“1948 and during the past year 
Served as chairman of the Board's 
Executive Committee. Elected 
Second vice ¢hdirman of the 
was Dr. William H. Pre- 

Ston, Jr., a physician specializing 


Praag gynecology from 
, Mississippi. a 


' 


m Church, Lowndes 

called Harrel Wilcox 
first minister of music 
and youth. He 
, is moving from 
~ a similar posi- 
tion at, First 


ote 


: and West El- 
lisville Church. He is a graduate 
of Clarke College, and attended 

> of Church Music, 
Seminary. Hé is 


ine mae 


presented. His life's work was told and many words of thanks were given for his 
help and concern for other people. Hedgepeth, pictured above ‘on that special 
day, died January 2, 1977,.while preaching at Carmel Church. 


E. E. Hedgepeth, Minister For 50 years, 


Since 1953 he had had a radie minis- 
try, and at one time was of three sta- 
tions. 

He had been pastor of four churches 


“in Lawrence County: Nola (20 years), 


Saul’s Valley (his first pastorate, 
seven years), New Zion, and Riverside 
(23 years), and interim pastor at Oak- 
vale. He had been pastor of three 
churches in Lincoln County: Holly 
Springs (11 years), Big Springs, and 
Union. Also he had served as pastor of 
Antioch in Copiah County and Bunkley 
in Franklin County. 

He had held revivals in Mississippi, 


L 


Louisiana, Indiana, Texas, North 
Carolina, and South Carolina. 

He often said, “If God had not called 
me to preach the Word, then I'd never 
have started. There is no stopping 
place in His Book.” And for Brother 
Hedgepeth, there was no stopping 
place in preaching. He preached as 
long as he lived. 


In placé of flowers, it was requested 
that memorial contributions be made 
to the Diabetes Association of Missis- 
sippi, 2423 North State Street, P. B. 
1700, Jackson, MS 39205. 


The Power Of The Hand 


While thumbing through an old desk calendar the other day, I came upon _ 


this quote attributed 


t&Dandemis, ‘‘Is not your hand a miracle in itself? 


Why was it given to you but that you might stretch it out to the assistance of 


another?” 


Frankly, I had never heard of Dandemis but from his words I could be 
almost certain that he could be counted among the “good guys” of history. 
A man with the attitude of using his hands to help another would surely 


have a heart to match. 


about it, 1 to realize how 
; Thinking it, | began t 


Gecrsed cule fires micads of 


lead his musicians through a complex symphony. 
The acute sensitivity of the fingertips permits the mind to read, the nurse 
ee pees the doctor to perform feats of surgery that are 


surely miracles of healing. 


' All through our hospital skilled hands work wonders to operate intricate 
equipment; transfuse or draw blood, implant IV catheters, check vital 
signs, prepare food, keep records, clean, paint, repair, and the thousand 
other manual duties that go into patient care. 


But perhaps best re: 
many ways the hand 


mbered and appreciated by our patients are the 
comfort, tenderness, and courtesy. It can fluff 

a pillow, cool a hot brow, lend support to one | 

hold a door open or hold another hand, and what 


to walk again, it can 
these miracles of 


the hand isn’t a matter of skill, but of guidance from the heart. 
—Raymond C. Wilson, Executive Director 
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Farley Earnest has accepted 
the position of minister of ‘music 
and youth at First Church, Bran- 

don. He goes 
from ‘First 
Church, Sena- 
tobia, where he 
« has served for 


seven years. 
Prior to that he: 
~ served at First, 

; D Kosciusko. 
- Earnest is a 
graduate of Mississippi College, 
Southwestern Seminary, and 
University of Mississippi. He and 


his wife Billie are the parents of 
two children, Kevin and Suzanne. 


Glenn Bien has been licensed to 
_ the gospel ministry by Mt. Zion 
Church, Independence. A foreign 
mission 
volunteer, he is 
@ graduate of 
Northwest 
Junior College 
and Memphis 
State Univer- 
sity. He is a 
student at 
Southwestern 
Seminary. (He 
received two Mississippi Wo- 


_ ships to attend the . 
is married to the former Pat 
McElhane 


$3 


aF499 
stil 
“ 


: exploring and learning, often to the exaspera- 
ity. with hand-produced crafts and work with the hands is recognized as 
| ! 
! 

! 

| 


Paul J. Pryor of Jackson, 
executive director of the Missis- 
sippi Baptist Medical Center, has 
been awarded the “Service to 
Humanity” award by Mississippi 
College for dedicated service to 
his profession and his church. The 
award was initiated by the college 
to honor a select group of alumni 
and friends during the 150th an- 
niversary year of the school. 
Pryor is a native of Waco, Texas. 


' He received his college degree 


from Baylor University and en- 
tered the field of hospital ad- 
ministration in 1950 as assistant 
administrator at the Arkansas 
Baptist Hospital in Little Rock. 
He served there until 1955 when he 
became administrator of. Missis- 
sippi Baptist Hospital. His son, 
Porter, is a senior at MC. 
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Clarke Students Reach $3,800 


s 


Lottie Moon Offering Goal ~ 


It required adjusting the date but the 
high goal for the Foreign Missions Of 
fering was reached! On the first date 
set, December 19, most of the bulbs in 
the Lottie Moon Star were lighted and 
on the new date, December 21, the final 
light was turned on. 


The Lottie Moon emphasis began 
early in the session and morhentum 
was gained as new students caught the 
enthusiasm of sophomores who were 
challenged last-year. Some new stu- 
dents were heard to ask, ‘Who is this 
Lottie Moon?”’, but they were not long 
in finding out the answer. 


The first chapel service when. the 
Lottie Moon Star is displayed is a mov- 
ing experience for the students a thrill 
goes over the assembled group as the 
first bulb is turned on, symbolizing the 
first $100 having been reached. Then, 
week by week, to the challenge of the 
hymn “I'll Go Where You Want Me To 
Go” additional bulbs are lighted as 
more money 
year’s goal, set by the 1976-77 student 


Mt. Olive Passes 
Goal In One Day 


First Church, Mt. Olive, set a record 
goal for the 1976 Lottie Moon Christ- 
mas offering and exceeded it in one 
day. The goal of $1,500.00 was ex- 
ceeded on December 19 with an offer- 
ing of $1,620.45. 

First, Mt. Olive, has always been 
mission conscious, as evident not only 
in their mission giving, but also in the 
number of persons who have gone out 
from the church to serve the Lord in 
full-time Christian ministry. 

The church has licensed or ordained 
seven men to preach the gospel. Two 
men from Mt. Olive, J. E. Byrd and E. 
C. Williams, both served the state as 
+ Sunday School secretary- Juanita 
_ Byrd served for many years as 

missionary-teacher in China. Chester 

Swor, well,known author and teacher, 

also hails from Mt. Olive. 


begins coming in. This ~ 


body, was $3,800.00—one of the largest 
goals ever set. 


The Lottie Moon night of December 
19 saw a large crowd gathered to sing, 
pray, and share the blessings of the 
night. Group singing and solos, a pup- 
pet show and an appearance by ‘‘Lot- 
tie Moon,”’ testimonies and poetry, 
with a special skit performed by the 
campus Mission Friends who pan- 
tomimed a Lottie Moon story, were all 


woven around the Lottie Moon theme. . 


Highlights of the evening included 
the Clarke College Choir’s perfor- 
mance of ‘‘His Love. . .Reaching,” a 
slide presentation of Baptist Mission 


Work in Bangladesh by Marjean pat- 
terson, state WMU el 
ary, and the night's final of 
bulbs which was conducted by w_ L. 
Compere, college president. Asthe 

tivities concluded, the oA 


ere 
several hundred dollars short of the 


goal. 


Tuesday night, December 24° was 
set as a new target date for reaching 
the goal before Christmas Vaetation. 
Much prayer, work, and sacrificial 
giving resulted in the amount of 
$3,813.70 being reached on this hight. 
Quite an accomplishment for a student 
body of about 200! 


Highland Church, Vicksburg 
Goes Beyond $2,500 LM Goal 


Highland this year, 1976-77, 
set the Lottie Mooh Offering goal at 
$2,500. On Dec. 19, at the close of the 
White Christmas Service, the total 
given was $3,120. Since that time, it has 
risen to $3,207.48. (In 1972-73, Highland 
gave $740 to the Lottie Moon Offering. ) 


The church for the last three years 
has moved forward in mission sup- 
port. In 1974-75, $1,093 was given to 
Lottie Moon and $14,196 was the total 
mission gift. Then in 1975-76, $2,115 
was given to Lottie Moon and $20,808 
was the total mission gift. This year 
with the Lottie Moon Offering total 
being $3,207.48, total mission gifts 
should be over $25,000, the pastor says. 


Pastor James E. Messer said, ‘I am 
glad our church is becoming more 
mission-minded, not only through giv- 
ing but also by personal ministry and 
visitation. I know God blesses a 
mission-minded church, for in 1974-75 
the gifts to the church totaled $83,520 
and this year the total is over $156,000. 
In 1974-75, 10% of the budget went to 
missions. The 1976-77 budget calls for 
14% to be given to missions. 


Joe Ann Shelton To Sing At 
Smith Co. Bible Conference 


Joe Ann Shelton, one of Southern 
Baptists’ greatest soloists, will be 
guest soloist for the annual Mid-winter 
Bible Conference of 
the Smith County 
Association 
January 16-19. The 
conference will be 
in First Church, 


Shelton now 
makes her home in Fort Worth, Texas. 


She is former director of program 

music for the Radio and Television 

Commission, SBC, and is soloist on the 

Baptist Hour radio broadcast. She also 

served as director of the Baptist Hour 

Choir. She has made evangelistic tours- 
in Africa, Ghyana, and Mexico. 


In the summer of 1966 she was guest 
soloist for the Billy Graham Crusade 
in London. ‘ 


Native of Oklahoma, she graduated 
from Oklahoma Baptist University, 
where in 1963 she received the Distin- 
guished Alumni Award. 


Our Church . . . 
. .. And, The Cooperative Program 


By Claude Howe, Pastor, 
(Tate) 

Giving tells much about the spiritual 
growth of a congregation and registers 
its fervor in stewardship. 

Highland Church, only two years 
old, gave approximately $75.00 per 
capita for mission causes last year, 
and the new budget reflects a 2% in- 
crease for Cooperative Program 
causes. 

As a church we are of one heart, one 


mind, and one in objective. In so doing 
we join other churches in “Sharing 
Christ with the Whole World” by ad- 
vancing God's kingdom through regu- 
lar systematic giving of tithes and of- 
ferings. 

The Highland Church has 44 resident 
members and gave $48.70 per meniber 
to missions through the Cooperative 
Program, a per capita increase of 
$19.78 over the previous year. . 


Enters Third Year In Evangelism 


Perry Neal, evangelist from 
Montgomery, Alabama, and former 
Mississippian, began his third year in 
full time 
evangelism 
January 5, 1977. A 
graduate of Sam- 
ford University and 
New Orleans Semi- 


: — nary, he has been in 
the ministry 20 
years. 
ed in over 150 te 


vivals in eleven states and was as- 
sociate to Dr. W. A. Criswell for a 
tour to the Holy Land. He is married to 
the former Marcelene Spivey, also of 
Montgomery ; A 


In 80 percent of Neal's revivals in the 
last two y Music Evangelist Tom 
Lartimore of 
member. 


Pastorates of Evangelist Neal have 
included First Church, Bay St. Louis; 
Sister Springs Church, Tyler, Ala. ; 
and Eastdale Church, Montgomery, 
Alabama. served as minister of 
ev: and youth, First Chirch, 
Biloxi, when Larry Rohrman was pas- 
tor there. 


Neal may be contacted at 4418 Wares 
Ferry Road, M , AL, 36109 
(telephone 205-279-8710 or 205-272- 
- 0762.) ' 

“ , 


has beer a team 


“Praise God for the opportunity to 
share in missions is the attitude of 
Highland Baptist in Vicksburg as “All 
Together For Jesus” they are obedient 
to the Great Commission.” 


eA 


Palmer People 
Go Over Goal 


Palmer Church, Ripley, set a goal of 
$410 for the Lottie Moon Offering. They, 
went over the goal; gifts totaled $675: 
Pictured are the pastor, Danny Bul- 
lock, and WMU director, Mrs. Ear! 
Kent. 
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about noon and returned to my rooma 
the late middle of the afternoon. - 

Now, I’ve moaned and groaned a bt 
in my life, but never have been realy 
sick very often, so seeing me actualy 
down, sick, and immobile would bea 
new experience for the boys. I hid 
asked James, as I was about tote 
wheeled out, to explain to them that!d 
come back from surgery looking muh 
deader than I was. 

Bobby, our firstborn had driven 
from Illinois for the big operation. He 
sat with me a couple of hours that night 
while James went to preach in his re. 
vival services a few miles from the 


hospital. About 8:20 the nurse camein 


with the bicycle for me to ride. 
looked up, startled, and said, “Are you 
sure that’s for this room?”’ 

The nurse assured him she was sure. 
and I rode the bicycle. If it had beena 
race and there had been ten of us rac- 
ing, I'd have come in eleventh. 
Nevertheless, every time they brought 
it in, I rode obediently, and it was part 
of the procedure in a flawless recuper- 
ation. It was, to be sure, a less than 
comfortable experience, but helped 
bring about a very comfortable’state 
of health. Besides that, it relieved 
Bobby’s mind. He said he knew if | 
could -survive that so soon after 
surgery, he need not worry any more. 

Do you sometimes, when somethin 
unpleasant, uncomfortable, and, in 
your sensitivity, seems totally un- 
necessary happens in your life, look 
up, so to speak, at God and say, “Are 
you sure that's for this room? Dol re. 
ally have to feel or experience or do 
this?” 


And later on realize that it was ijt ¥ 
deed one of the working parts of that § 
together-for-good that we trusting and 4 


called souls have found so good to live 
by? 

Nothing helps you to live within your 
budget like living -next door 
ternal revenue agent. 
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from a Hitler Youth 


to a committed Christian . . . Under’ 
eae 


to an in- 


Radio-TV Chooses J erry Clower 


For Christian Service Award’ ,, 
d- 


Jerry Clower of Yazoo City, Grand 
Ole Opry comedian, will receive a 
Christian Service Award from the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission February 17; 1977. 

Thé award will be presented during 
the Eighth National Abe Lincoln 
Awards banquet at Tarrant County 
Convention Center in Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Bill Moyers of CBS News, press sec- 


retary for Lyndon B. Johnson when he 


was President, will speak at the 
awards p am. Mrs. Lyndon B. 
Johnson will be honored with a Distin- 
guished Communications Award. 


Clower will be cited as “God's Am- * 


bassador”’ and praised for “ 

his great gift for iter in a world 

that desperately needs mirth.” 
“This Ambassador for God uses 

every forum afforded him, on stage or 


~ off, to represent the cause of Christ 


effectively, and without reservation,” 
said Paul M. Stevens, president of the 
Radio and Television Commission. 
Stevens, who announced the award, 
said Clower’s contributions to “‘Coun- 
try Crossroads,” radio program have 
been immense. ‘‘ Crossroad- 
Ss,” produced and syndicated by the 


N. O. Graduates 


Thirteen From 


: Mississippi 


(New Orleans)—Thirteen Missis- 
sippians were among the 81 De- 
cember graduates to receive degrees 
from New Orleans i s : 

Roderick Conerly of Osyka received 
the Doctor of Ministry degree, among 
those receiving the Master of Divinity 
degree were: Mike Davis of Crystal 
Springs, Dee DeBold of Jackson, 
Joseph C. McIntire of Petal, Milton 
Koon of New Albany, Don Rushing of 
Petal and Walter Barfield of Vic- 
ksburg, and Don Lowery of Petal. 

Among those receiving the Master of 
Religious Education were: James 
Booth of Prentiss, Christine Lewis of 
Jackson, and James E. Wells of Wood- 
ville, as well as Mrs. Nona Kay Alford 
of Petal. 

Gene Henderson received the Doc- 
tor of Theology degree. Henderson is 
from Batesville. 


Give the world what it needs and it 
will supply yours. 


Bibles Ta Jail 


Prisoners Bible Crusade, Inc. of 
Picayune is supplying Bibles for 
First Church, Minor Hill, Tn., as 
they begin a jail ministry in their 
county. 

Chester C. Lee, chairman of the 
Prisoners Bible Crusade, states 
that he would be glad to explain 
his work to any church interestéd 
in this type ministry, and to assist 
in the ministry. His address is Box 
696, Pi , MS 39466 (phone 
601-798-6431). 


~ SIGNS 


Directories 
Room Numbers & Signs 
Bronze & Cast Aluminum 
Building letters 
DIXIE RUBBER STAMP & SEAL CO. 
- Since 1928 ' 
P. O. Box 202/514 E. Amite 
Jackson, Ms. 39205 
Phone (601) 948-1851 ~ 


ee 
adults or 


the 


PLANNING Y 


January 31—Senatobia, ist 
February 3 — Gulfport, Grace Mem.February 4 — Jackson, Briarwood 


tablished 

The first Christian Service Award 
went to actress/author Dale Evans 
Rogers. In 1973 former astronaut 
James B. Irwin was honored. In 1976 
Stan Freberg, Hollywood advertising 
executive, received the award. 

“The Chrstian Service Award is riot 
given annually,” said Stevens, “but is 
presented only when a man or woman 
distinguishes himself or herself as an 
tion in this area. Jerry Clower i$such a 
man” 

Clower, who has been named ‘‘Coun- 
try Comic of the Year” for the last 
three years by all major trade publica- 
tions, is co-host of a nationally syndi- 


Last 
our home 


E 
F 
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cated TV show, ‘Nashville On The 
Road.” He is author of a bestselling 
book, ‘‘Ain’t God Good!”" and does na- 


represent 
Stevens’ belief that waar rad can 
best be encouraged te ance 
the moral and spiritual welfare of the 


_ nation by giving them deserved recog- 


a 
in this ee 

7 ae aré the broadcasting: 
equivalent of the Oscar and the Emmy 
and are expected to achieve such sta- 


“ture in the industry that eventually 


the WORLD HOME BIBLE LEAGUE distributed 10,338,018 Bibles, 
Le enn and Eextpiese pestana tn foreign countzies and sebitipiied wilt : 


your church to have a part in the FREE Distribution of 
Scriptures at home and around the world? Write William P. Davis, Mississippi 


they may be televised nationally |, 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 
binding ond style to mest o 
netd Quality teorimenhip, guaron'eed 


for itlvstrated price 
“Internationally known specialists 


NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO, 
Box 305-C — Greenwood Miss. 38930 


I {FIBERGLASS 
© STEEPLES 

@ WALL CROSSES 

| @ STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 
@ BAPTISTRIES 
| e BaPristRy 
HEATERS 


Write for tree 
color brochure 


Oo 4: berglass Specialives 


C214657-6524 Box 931 Henderson, Texas 756528. 


, World Homie Bible League, Box 6546, 


AY 


This announcement is neither an .offer to sell nor » solicitation of an offer to buy these 
securities, The offering is made only by prospectus. } 


FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS 
ON VARIOUS CHURCHES 


NEW HIGH INTEREST RATES 
ON FIRST MORTGAGE CHURCH 
BONDS. 


INTEREST BASED ON 


% : 


| to 41°2 YEARS 


g!x 


5 to Bie YEARS 


~~ § to 12 YEARS 


MATURITY OF BOND 9 1 ¥% : 
ety 


I2iete 15 YEARS 


for Further information ard a copy of the Prospectus 
Cali of Write 


‘7:00 PM 


youth and adults or 
Youth Week 


GET EXCITING IDEAS FOR 
YOUTH WEEK, YOUTH APPRENTICESHIPS— 
PLAN NOW FOR SPRING OR SUMMER 


RICK TRAYLER, NORTH CAROLINA | 
CHURCH TRAINING DEPARTMENT WORKSHOP DIRECTOR 


OUTH WEEK WORKSHOPS 
February 1Starkville, ist 


CHURCH FINANCE, ac. 


P.O. Box 2087, 516 East Capitol St. 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 : 
Telephone (601) 948-4138 


steering Committees 


rom the privileged position as.son of.an SS-major to the 
~, lié-threatening risks of being a refugee in the aftermath of 


. 
% *  aguts and young alike 


World War Il. young Vogel's life is fascinating reading-for 


Read about this exciting true adventure of Christianity 
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: By Bill Duncan t 
‘a Long Beach, First ; ; 
: March 3:13-19; 10:32-45; | 
Luke 9:28-36; 51-55; 
Acts 12:12 


- Why would Jesus want to, nickname 
the two brothers, James and John, 
“sons of thunder’? The sym- 
bolized a violent 


¥; 


remind these two 
ar that the 


Gethsemane. There is really no hint as _ 
to why Jesus chose them except He felt 
very close to them. 


I am so glad that the Bible presents 
strengths and the weaknesses 


Samaritans sneered at them and. 
scornfully refused them lodging. You 


By Wm. J. Fallis 
Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:14-30 
Before Jesus called many disciples, 
he had to let people know where he 
stood on life’s real issues. John the 


baptism, fulfilling 
the righteousness 
* required by God. 
Then in the wilder- 
ness he was temp- 
ted to take 
shortcuts in achieving his work as 
Messiah. In today’s lesson he makes 
public the kind of Messiah he intends to 
be—not a political liberator of the na- 
tion but a compassionate man stres- 
sing freedom for the disadvantaged 
people. From that position he would 
seek disciples and proclaim God's will. 
He never veered from that course 
throughout his short ministry, not 
even when faced with crucifixion. 
The Lesson Explained 

POPULAR TEACHER VISITS 
HOMETOWN (vv. 14-19) 

Following the narrative in John's 


water into wine. The carpenter’s son 
may have been a quiet young man in 
Nazareth, but after a few months he 
had become a popular rabbi— 
teacher. everyone. 

When he returned to Nazareth, of 
course he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath, and the end of verse 16 sounds 


ere soy stay a hapa 


~ among 


Sunday School Lesson: Life and Work For Jan 


can imagine what the Samaritans 
said. You can also imagine what the 
presen 


iy 


. They 
of Jesus and 


theif spirits were healed. As they. . 


drink?” The answer came back from 
the “‘son of thunder,” ‘‘Yes, Lord, we 
are able! ”* When the time came they 
were able because they had dedicated 
themselves to Christ, disciplined 
themselves to obey Him, and lived 
lives of faith and prayer. ‘ 


The name-ok James appears sel- 
dom in the Book of Acts, but where it 
does appear it is mentioned with hon- 
or. Acts 12:2 says that Herod Agrippa I 
had James ited with the sword 
(beheaded). was one of the pup-. 
pet king’s first acts of persecution. He 
was hoping to, gain favor with the 
Jews. Herod may have seen James as 
one of the most important leaders of 


into the first martyr 
twelve? Changes that de- 
, velop persons or societies grow out of 
spiritual power working within per- 
sons. The death, the resurrection and 


chapter to the congregation. 
Many times those words had been 
in od it that snyagogue, and the hear- 
ers may have felt the prophet was talk- 
ing about his own ministry to exiles 
returning to Jerusalem. But many 
Jews in Jesus’ day were also poor, 
brokenhearted, blind, and bruised. 
They were still waiting for the good 


news. ; 
JESUS’ HEARERS WERE NOT IM- 
PRESSED (vv. 20-24) 

After standing to read the Scripe 
tures, Jesus sat down to interpret 
them. He may have paused dramati- 
cally to be sure he had everyone’s at- 
tention. Then he said a startling thing: 
“Today in your very hearing this text 
has come true’”’ (NEB). As he proba- 
bly continued to discuss its meaning, 
the people were impressed by his win- 
ning words, but immediately they re- 
called that he was only the son of a 
local carpénter. How ridiculous that 
such a person would talk as though he 
were the Messiah! That was what they 
meant. . 

Jesus knew what they were thinking, 
and he quoted a proverb, but we are 
not sure what he meant by it. The sec- 
ond half of verse 23 suggests that the 
Nazarenes wanted Jesus to show them 
the same attention he had given to 
Capernaum. Jesus replied in words 
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| James—A Son Of Thu: nder 


same kind, but not necessarily the 
same degree, of experiences that 
came to Jesus. True nearness to Him 
cannot be conferred. It must grow out 
of sharing life, particularly sharing 
suffering. Do you want to be near to 
God? Then begin to share the life of 
Jesus Christ today. Live like He lived 
and He will be near to you. This is a key 
idea on how to be close to God: The 
Lord resists the proud, but those who 
are humble draw near to God. 


If Christ could change James, He 
can change you. 


Sunday School Eesatuais International For January 16 
Jesus Declares His Mission 


that remind us of the proverb: ‘‘Fami- 
larity breeds contempt.” 


JESUS ESCAPED THEIR RESENT- 
MENT (vv. 25-30) 

Continuing to speak in his role as 
prophet,’ Jesus referred to Elijah (v. 
25) and Elisha (v. 27) who did great 
,deeds for certain non-Jews rather than 
*for their own people. God used Elijah 
to raise the widow’s son tolive again (1 
Kings 17). These references also could 
have illustrated the emphasis in the 
last verse of Isaiah 61, if Jesus actually 
read that verse to the congregation: 
“the Lord God will cause righteous- 
ness and praise | to spring forth before 
all the nations.”’ 


Instead of rejoicing that-God wanted 
to bless all people and-had shown his 
in the ministries of Elijah 
and Blisha, the people in the 
boiled in resentment. They 
would not let the young teacher 
tamper with their prejudices. Quickly, 
they hustled him out of the synagogue 
and toward a precipice on the edge of 
the town. After thr him down, 
they might have stoned hith to death. 
But in some way Jesus was ‘able to 
walk through the crowd.and escape its 
wrath. So he used miratulous power 
for God's purpose and not to satisfy the 
crowd’s curiosity. 


Lewis Nobles To Speak At 
BBI Commencement Jan. 21 


Lewis, Nobles, president of Missis- 


‘sippi College, will be commencement 


speaker for the graduation exercises 
Jan. 21-at Baptist Bible Institute, 
Graceville, Florida, in the Robert G. 
sr Chapel at 8:00 p.m. 

A pharmaceutical chemist, Nobles 
received the B. S. and M. S. degrees’ 


from the University of Mississippi. He — Church 
< 


received the Ph.D. in pharmaceutical 
chemistry from the University of Kan- 
sas and has done a year’s postdoctoral 
study at the University of Michigan. 


» 

A thember of the Board of Trustees 
of New Orleans Seminary, Nobles is a 
“deacon and-a lay speaker for First 

Clinton. 


“PREPARE THE WAY THROUGH CHURCH OUTREACH” 


~ 


The World Is Waiting  . . 


to See if Christians Care 


Mike Speer. A 
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helpful visual tool for the learning experience 
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(1 Master Charge, give 4-cight bank e000) 


THE EVANGELISTIC CHURCH @ $1.45 
FLIP CHART/TEACHING GUIDE © $1.78 * 
LIGHTING SéVIVAL Fines @ 84.50 
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18-year-old American young people. 
Gallup explained, ‘‘All 18-year-olds 
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God makes a promise. Faith be- 


Association ReafGrms 
* Clarke Accreditation 


lieves it. Hope anticipates it. Patience 
quietly awaits it. 


_The acendatin of Clarke College - present when the College Detegate As- The First Baptist Church 
was reaffirmed December 15 by the sembly voted to approve the recom- _ Of Dallas, Texas 
a of Colleges and mendation of the Committee on wn . end the 
Schools anpual meeting in At- dards and Reports that Ctarke y 
lanta. This is the colmination of the lege’s Self-Study be and ie Criswell Center for 
completed by the accreditations be reaffirmed. Biblical Studies a 
je earlyin 1976, as required of its cal’ S prcom 
at ten-year inter- 
vals by theSouthern Association, the 


regional ‘crediting agency for the 
sere Section of the United 


Sereda snk tua 


Compere 
Victor Vaughn attended the Atlanta 
ee 12-15. They were 


Say Raotit Miskionaries 


SALISBURY, Rhodesia (BP) — 
Baptist work in continues in 
spite of renewed fighting and the ab- 
sence of Southern Baptist mis- 
sionaries, 


laymen who were formeriy students of 
the Baptist Bible Institute continue to 
express a desire for future training. 
When asked what they need most, one 
pastor replied, ‘“‘Bibles.’’ Bibles are 
available through the Southern Bap- . 
tist Foreign Mission Board, if permis- 
sion.can be-dbtained to import them, 
Dixon noted. 

The Dixons pian to return to Angola 
as soon as they can get visas from the 


The South West African and Zam- 
bian governments have confirmed re- 
ports that new floods of refugees, 
mostly African women, children and 
old. men, are spilling over the southern 
and eastern border, said Betty (Mrs. 
Curtis) Dixon, Southern Baptist-mis- 
sionary awaiting entry to Angola. 

Mrs. Dixon said the churches con- 
tinue tomeet. Third Baptist Church in 
downtown Luanda, closed for a time 
after members fled.the country, has 
reopened for Sunday afternoon ser- 
vices. Curtis Dixon, after a recent visit 
to Angola, said the building is usually 
packed because of the influx of Afri- 
cans moving into the downtown area, 
many of whom do not have transporta- 
tion to attend First Baptist Charch, 
which is some distance from 
downtown , 


Neither church in Luanda has an or- 
dained minister, but each is led“by a 
layman, as are churches in Lobito and 
Luso. Church members of First Bap- 
tist Church in Luanda and also in 
Lobito are making plans to ordain 
their two lay leaders. Churches in Uige 
(formerly Carmona) and Huambo 
Yformerly Nova Lisboa) areas are still 


CHURCH BUSES 
New and Used 
Parts and Services 
Superior Sales Company 

Since 1958 . 
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RIDGECREST 1977 
CH TRAINING LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
JULY 9-15 


Leadership conferences are for the entire family. Major 


— at Sra sr_a-s — 


open, Dixon said. attention will be given to a series of new age-group books 
Dixon also reported pastors and to be published ag Church Training Department on 
Davis, Calif. (EP) — Pollster arses A psd ance ade edie 


Series, contain “how to” suggestions for Church Training 
leaders, whatever their leadership role nray be. 


George Gallup, in an address at the 
University of California’s Davis cam- 
pus, proposed a compulsory one-year 
nationwide service program for all - 


Special training sessions will be offered also on a seis 
of subjects and for specific target groups. 


For reservations or more information, please write: 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center 
P.O. Box 128 
Ridgecrest, North Carolina. 29770 
Phone (704) 660-8022 


be in a military or Peace Corps 

ited field for one year. It would 

serye as part of their education for the 

teal world, training for the real 
world.” 
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Church Training 
~ Leadership Diploma. - 
1975-76 


The following persons hold’ Church Training leadership 


diplomas i in the areas specified below. 


ADULT 
Faust;-Mre: Florice M. (6/28/76) 


Sledge Baptist Church 
Quitman Association 


GENERAL OFFICERS 


Ellett, Mrs. J. O. (4/25/76) 
First Baptist Church, Coffeeville 
Yalobusha Association _ 


Faust; Mrs. Florice M. (6/28/76) 
Sledge Baptist Church 
Quitman Association 


Landreth, Mrs. May M. (8/10/76) 
First Baptist Church, Coffeeville 
Yalobushe Association 


eee eee eee eee ee 


Howell, Eugene (7/9/76) 
Locke Station Baptist Church YOUTH 
Panola Association 

Rushing, Melinda 
Union Baptist Chuirch 
Walthall Association 


King, Kermit S. (12/2/75) 

First Baptist Church, Jackson 
Hinds-Madison Association 
Landreth, Mrs. Maye M. (4/25/76) CHILDREN 2 
First Baptist Church, Coffeevilie 
Yalobusha Association Eliett, Mrs. J. O. (6/10/76) ¥ 
First Baptist Church, Coffeeville 
Yalobusha Association 


George, Evelyn (12/2/75) 
First Baptist Church, Jackson 
Hinds-Madison Association 


Pendergrast, James H (6/18/76) 
First Baptist Church, Natchez | 
Adams Association 


Sossaman, Mrs. Billie J. (7/9/76) 
Locke Station Baptist Church 


AY HENS 


A Chueh Say Sayre catalog and speci ait on the requirements forthe Church Tring LenestipOipioma are 
available !'om The Church Training Department, Box 530, Jackson, MS 39206. 
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_Don Hustad Concert To Launch, S 


Centennial At First, Pascagoula _ 


Don Hustad, professor of organ and 


church music at Southern Seminary 


Louisville, Ky., will present a program 

; of sacred and gos- 
. pel music on Sun- 
day, January 16, at 
7:15 p.m,, at First 
Pas- 


Church, 
c 


Hustad wil! assist in the morning wor- 
, ship service and present a concert in 
the evening. . ; * 

Husted is well know as a prolific 
choral arranger, jecturer, music and 
hymnal editor, American Guild of Or- 
ganists affiliate, and as an organist for 
the Billy Graham team. 

“Itis a great pleasure to have Buch a 
great Christian and musician in-our 
area. We welcome him to our com- 
munity, aril we welcome you to share 
with us in a special time of celebra- 
tion,’’ states Marcus D. Beaver, music 


Tenn. Baptists To Build 


Senior. Citizens F acility 


NASHVILLE (BP) — Trustees for 
the Tenitessee Baptist Service Corpo- 
ration (TBSB) accepted a $2,775,000 
bid for construction of a 123-unit resi- 
dence for elderly citizens to be built 
here. , 

The project temporarily called, 
“Belmont Plaza” is to be constructed 
on property near Belmont College, a 


Jupiter Church 


Calls Stewart 


Jupiter Church, Simpson County, 
has called R. G. (Bob) Stewart as pas- 
tor. Stewart, ordained by Byram 

eal Church, Jackson in 
1963, served as as- 
sociate pastor there 
for ten years. He 
was pastor of New 
Zion Church, Brax- 
ton, three and one- 
half years and has 
served Crestwood, 
Jackson, and 
Bethlehem 
(Simpson) as interim pastor. 

A native of Wheeling, West Virginia, 
he is married to the former Stella 
Thompson of McComb, and has three 
sons. He and his wife toured the Holy 
Land and Greece in 1974 in a party di- 
rected by J. Clark Hensley of Jackson. 


Church Beautiful 


‘Seminar Planned 


_ BIBLE TEACHING—LEARNING WORKSHOP 
Alta Woods Baptist Church F EBRUARY 14-15, 1977 


ss 


IMPROVEMENT 


Baptist school here. 

Joe M. Rogers and Associates were 
selected as contraactors with a bid of 
$2,775,000. Bid acceptance is subject to 
the sale of bonds by the bank handling 
the project’s financing, according to 
the Baptist and Reflector, news publi- 
cation of Tennessee Baptists. 

Trustees were told that financial ar- 
rangements could be worked out by 
Feb. 1, 1977, so that construction could 
begin at that time, and the contractor 
estimated the facility would be com- 
pleted in 14 months. 

The board's estimated total cost of 
Belmont Plaza was $3,052,500. Board 
leaders emphasized that costs for 
completing the facility would stay 
within a $5 million debt ceiling im- 
posed on TBSC by “messengers” to 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention in 
November. 

The TBSC was authorized by the 1974 
Tennessee Baptist Convention to pro- 

vide ministries and housing facilities 
for the aging. 


Revival Results 


Mashulaville (Noxubee ) : December 
27, 28, 29; youth revival led by a team 
from Clarke College; Kenny Gregory, 
preacher; Robert Redding}, music 
leader ; Carol Allen, pianist; four pro- 
fessions of faith; one rededication: 
John A. Williams, pastor. 


NASHVILLE — A Church Beautiful 
Seminar, Feb. 21-24, 1977, at the 
Church Program Training Center here 
will bring together church building 


minister, 
Clark McMurray is' the Pascagoula 
pastor. 


Bowlin (Attala) 
Calls Hines 


Walter E. Hines, Jr. has accepted 
the call to become pastor of Bowlin 
Church in Attala county. 

A Native of Har- 
Perville in Scott 

¢ he is a 
Staduate of Har- 
perville High 
School. He spent ten 
years in the United 
States Air Force. 
AIV6f this time, he 
was in the adminis- 
trative field, part of 
the time‘as a chaplain’s assistant. Aft- 
er being discharged from the Air 
Force in 1961, he was associated with a 
retail business in Kosciusko. 

Hines surrendered to preach in 1970 
and was ordained by Parkway Church 
of Kosciusko. 

Former pastorates are Sand Hill 
(Attala) and Oak Grove (Holmes) 
Hines lives with his family at 1038 Av- 
alon Circle in Kosciusko. 

Bowlin Church does not presently 
hold Sunday evening services: how- 
ever, plans are to begin in the near 
future. Until that time, ‘Hines will be 
available for pulpit supply and other 
engagements on Sunday evenings. 


Batesville 
Workshop 
Is Cancelled 


Because of the severe shortage d 
natural gas in the northwestern part 
the state; the Mission Study Workshop, 
scheduled for First Church, Batesvi- 
le, Monday night and Tuesday mon- 
ing, January 17-18, is being cancelled 

Similar workshops wil) be held 
Tuesday night and Wednesday mdm 
ing, January 18-19, at First, Tupelo, 
and Thursday, January 20, at First, 
Winona. ; 


consultants, architects, an interior de 
signer and a landscape architect to 
help pastors and church leaders plana 
Church Beautiful Emphasis for thei 
church. bad wy 


and college officials are hoping it will grow in the years to come. Preparing to 

i ” number are, from the left, 
ead tee ee sv ickery, Greenville; and Dr. Van D. Quick, 
ice-p: or student affairs chairman of the Financial Aids Commit- 
tee. (M. C. Photo by Ronnie Killebrew) : 


. Devotional 
| Watch 


The word “watch”, as used in the Biblical language, often has the connotation 
of being awake; to keep a vigil; to be attentive; to heed; to be on the lookout and 
to establish measures for protection. Jesus Christ spoke this word often to his 
disciples and in the text he speaks it to the whole world. 

As we begin a new year there are three areas that should 
claim our watchful attention: 

First, we should watch for TRUTH. One may read in many 
volumes and acquire great knowledge, but no book reveals 
more explicitly the truth than does the Bible. God’s worth is 
_— that hath ears to hear, let him hear”, said Jesus 
ag: again. God is more willing to speak than we are to 
oe listen. He speaks to those who daily would read the Bible and 
_ ponder its contents. 


had only to hear the sob of a bruised heart. He had only to see a human badly 
racked with pain, or a home stricken, or a life broken, or a soul going needlessly 
astray in order to be aware of the divine call to minister. 

Let the year 1977 be one in which we heed the admonition of our Lord when he 
said;*‘Watch ye... .” 


Participants will receive a‘“Church 
Beautiful Emphasis Packet” and wil] 
be trained on how to conduct a 
“Church Beautiful is” cam- 
paign to repair, redecorate and up- 


grade existing worship and educa- 
tional spaces. Time for personal con- 
sultations for individuals and church 
committees will be available. ° 

Registration for the seminar wil) be 


, SCHEDULE 
CONFERENCE LEADERS Monday 
1:00-2:00 Registration, 
a Exhibits, Book Store 
Patsy Driggers 2:00-2:20 ing F 
Kathryn Price a 
Robert Couch 2:30-4:15 Age Group Conferences 
4:15 Dismiss 
Billy Hudgens E 
Elsie Rives 7:00-8:30 Age Group Conferences 
Jerry Terrell 
8:40- General Séssion 
A. V. Washburn, Speaker 
Larry Salter 
rn eee 9:00-Noon Age G op Cans 
; : e Grou erences 
SPECIAL INTEREST CONFERENCES : 
Jodd Allen : 1:30-4:35 Special Interest Conferences 
Law. Klempnauer FOR: ALL AGE GROUPS 7:00-8:15 
Jim Walter : Age Group Conferences 
TUESDAY AFTERNOON 8:25. Generel Senden 
Frank Pollard Speaker 
x 
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A State-Wide Workshop For Sunday School Officers — Teachers — Pastors — Staff 


New Products @ New Ideas @ New Resources @ Media Presentations es 
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Helps For Improving Bible Teaching @ Methodology @ Teaching Procedures @ Learning Evaluation 
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Sunday School Departments of Jackson, Missississippi and Nashville, Tennessee 
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y the elephants are still out there.” - 


. madam, as the case may be." 


Jackson, Mississippi ; 


Off The 
‘Record 


“Brown volunteered to lend me 
money.” 

“Did you take it?” _ 
-. “No, That sort of friendship is too 
good to lose.” 

Judge—‘‘Aren’t youl ashamed to be 
seen in this court so often?” 

Prisoher—“Why, no, your honor. I 
always thought it was a very respecta- 
ble place.” « 


The portly man was trying to get to 
his seat at the circus. ‘‘Pardon me,” he 
said to a woman, “‘did I step on your . 
foot?” 

“‘You must have,”’ she replied, ‘All 


“I’ve seen a few crop failures in my 
day,”’ said the old timer, ‘In 1898 the 
corn crop was almost nothing. We 
cooked some for dinner, and my father 
ate 14 acres of corn at one meai.’’ 

The conceited young man had been 
in the hospital for some time and had 
fallen in love with his pretty nurse. 
“Nurse,” he said one morning. “I’m in 
love with ‘you and don’t want to get 
well.” 

“Don’t worry,” she replied cheer- 
fully, ‘you won't. The doctor is in love 
with me too and he saw you kiss me 
this morning.” 


A foreign student, who had been in- 
vited to a teacher's home for dinner, 
prepared for the occasion by memoriz- 
ing phrases from an etiquette book. 
When his host passed him some food, 
the boy responded, ‘‘Thank you, sir or 


“Well, I just worked out a budget 
and came to a decision,” a harried 
man told his wife and children. 
“What?” the wife asked. The husband 
replied: ‘One of us will have to go!” 


“Se you want to become my son-in- 
law, do you?’’ demanded the gir!’s 
father. ‘‘Not really,” shrugged the 
girl’s suitor. ‘But since I want to 
marry your daughter, I don’t see how I 
can avoid it.” 


The Sunday School teacher, em-. 
izing freedom of religion, asked 
“Why did the Puritans come to this 
country?’’ 
pupil replied, ‘To worship in their 
own way, and to make other people do 
the same. 


$30 for one person and $15 for each ad- 
ditional person who registers at the 
same time and shares materials with 


ee person paying the full registration 
ee. 


IMPROVEME 
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